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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS 

for the home on Shabbat evening. 

Adorning the manuscript's pages, one 
finds several fantastical creatures, in­
cluding unicorns and hippocampi. The 

FEATURED RESEARCHERS 

pages contammg these unicorns are 
featured in the Klau Library's newest 
exhibition, "Tales of Imaginary Crea­
tures in Medieval and Renaissance 
Rare Books and Manuscripts," a col-

Dr. Alicja Maslak-Maciejewska 
Texts to Connect and to Separate 

Our first featured researcher this se­
mester is Dr. Alicja Maslak­
Maciejewska from the Jagiellonian 
University in Krakow. The Jagiellonian 
houses the oldest Judaic Studies pro­
gram in Poland. For her forthcoming 
book about the experience of 19th-

century Jewish children in Galician 
public schools, Alicja has travelled to 
several world-class libraries, among 
them the Klau Library. 

During the constitutional era (post-
1867), seventy percent of Jews lived in 
cities, and their children attended the 
government-funded schools at roughly 
the same rate as their non-Jewish 
counterparts. However, the majority 
of these children would also attend 
Heder, religious school led by Jews, in 
the afternoon. This feature is quite 
interesting when considering the fact 
that public schools also included man­
dated religious instruction, with op­
tions available for both Catholic and 
Jewish students. 

Alicja's research focuses on a number 
of areas, including how the physical 
spaces of learning were arranged -
sometimes physically segregating the 
students based on their religion, the 
social relationships between Jewish 

laborative project with the John Miller 
Burnam Classics Library at the Uni­
versity of Cincinnati. 

and Catholic students, and the curric­
ulum. This last area is what brought 
Alicja to Cincinnati, as she completed 
her in-depth study of the curriculum 
for the so-called "Mosaic Religion" 
classes. 

The Klau Library is the only known 
repository of several of the textbooks 
created for these lessons. Unlike the 
weighty and bloated textbooks of to­
day, the slim texts used for these clas­
ses were printed cheaply on low-
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quality lightweight paper, and the 
works are diminutive. Based on adver­
tisements, reviews, and other second­
ary information, Alicja estimates there 
were likely more than a hundred 
different textbooks printed for Jewish 
students in the 18th and 19th centu­
ries, but only a few dozen of these are 
extant today. 

Among the Klau's collection are texts 
with a hand-written dedication of the 
author, M. Wolf, notes from the trans­
lator (N. Landes) to the author (M. 
Kayserling), and several unique first 
editions. As would be expected, these 
texts include general Jewish 
knowledge, biblical instruction, and a 
guide to Hebrew reading and gram -
mar. The textbooks were published 
first in German and later in Polish, the 
main language of instruction in the 
public school system. While Jewish 
students were typically unfamiliar 
with reading and writing in Polish 
(and often did not understand it ei­
ther!) school functioned as a useful 
entry point, and as students pro­
gressed through the system, they 
would eventually become fluent. In 
fact, due to their success and the em­
phasis placed on education by Jewish 
communities, Jewish students attend­
ed secondary schools in significantly 
higher numbers (proportionally) than 
their non-Jewish counterparts. 

Look out later this year for Alicja's 
book which will be published by Aus­
teria publishing house to learn more 
about the fascinating history of Jewish 
children in Galicia's public schools. 
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Dr. Paul Soifer 
"News" from Los Angeles 

"Every book its reader," declared the 
celebrated librarian S. R. Ranganathan, 
enshrining it as the third of his Five 
Laws of Library Science. When looking 
at an old, neglected volume, it may be 
difficult to believe in this intellectual 
commitment, let alone a forlorn shelf, 
bookcase, or even library aisle. But 
then without warning, a request ap­
pears that restores our faith in Ranga­
nathan, indeed in the entire project of 
collection and preservation. 

Just such a moment occurred when 
Adam Rosenthal, Director of the 
Frances Henry Library on our Los An-

geles campus, received an email in late 
June from Dr. Paul Soifer. "I am doing 
research on the Rambam Torah Insti­
tute, a Los Angeles day school that 
closed in 1979. I am interested to learn 
if the LA HUC-JIR library has the B'nai 
B'rith Messenger on microfilm for the 
period 1977 through 1979," he wrote. 
Though the Library's microfilm reels of 
this publication end in 1970, it oc­
curred to Adam that there are a few 
shelves off to the side in their basement 
storage area, containing large volumes 
of various Southern California Jewish 
newspapers. He then remembered how 
Yaffa Weisman, Frances-Henry's for-



mer Library Director, once pointed to 
them and shared how she rescued 
those volumes from the literal dustbin 
of history in 2009 from the moribund 
Jewish Community Library of Los An­
geles. The JCLLA existed for over 60 
years, and was an important free Jew­
ish library, holding over 30,000 vol­
umes, including archives of the local 
community. The Los Angeles Jewish 
community suffered another loss more 
recently, with the sale of the familiar 
campus of the American Jewish Uni­
versity in 2023. Its Sperber and Ostrow 
libraries are now in storage about 30 
miles away, requiring special plans to 
retrieve and access materials. Moreo­
ver, the former collections of the Judah 
L. Magnes Museum in Northern Cali­
fornia were given to UC Berkeley. 
Consequently, the Frances-Henry Li­
brary is now the largest, most accessi­
ble collection of Jewish books in pos­
session of the Jewish community in the 
Western United States. 

At the first opportunity, Adam rushed 
down to the basement and was over­
joyed to find exactly the volumes that 
Dr. Soifer was seeking! Moreover, they 

JEWIS H EDUCATORS - From left , Or. William Cull~r , director o! t_he 
Rhea Hirsch School of Educotion ot the Hebrew Union College , 1oms 
1979 groduale1 at the college' s Los Angeles compu\, 32nd and 
Hoover Sts. Greg g Al pert and Barbaro Kodden earned degrees as 
Masters of Art in Jewish Educa tion while Donald Rossoff now ~as 

0 Mo sler of Ari degree in Hebrew Educat,on . 

Carol Hemmingway 
Will Lecture For 
Wise Singles Tuesday 

SINGLES & COUPLES 
DANCE S2.00 . W:.:."'.: ~ 

UW11111m Free Disco 
a JO,:':" o";,r";.~:;;, Lesson 

Rectrdff 11ft 828-3718 8 p.m. 
Wise Singles of Stephen S. Wise 

Temple. 15500 Stephen S Wise Or .• 
will present a lecture by Carol 
Hemmingway on Tuesday, July 24 , ,------­
a t 8 p.m. in the temple's 
ffenhenson Hall. 

Hemmingway hosts K~B~ 
Radio's " Religion on the Line 
alld her own evening talk show 
TIie lecture is open to the pub he . 
'lllere will be an admission charge. 
Refreshments will be served. 

Sunday. July 15. 1979 
8:30 p.m. 
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at 
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were in wonderful condition. Needless 
to say, Dr. Soifer was pleased to use the 
newspapers in their well-preserved 
original form. Dr. Soifer is retired 
from 25 years of service at the Yeshiva 

University of Los Angeles (YULA), 
where he taught history and served as 
Chairman of the History Department 
and General Studies Principal. During 
those years, he taught high school stu­
dents to research local Jewish institu­
tions, which drew his attention toward 
the Rambam Torah Institute. After 
publishing an initial article on it in 
2016, he is returning to the subject 
once again, with particular interest in a 
relationship he discovered between the 
school and Edward Teller, "the father 
of the hydrogen bomb," recently por­
trayed by Benny Safdie in the film Op­
penheimer. 

The Frances-Henry Library is proud to 
have acquired and preserved the B'nai 
B'rith Messenger and continues towel­
come researchers of diverse back­
grounds and interests to explore the 
variety of holdings in the Library's 
unique collection. Indeed, our visiting 
researcher's' work highlights the im­
portance of our efforts to preserve, 
maintain, and enable access to these 
treasures. 

Contributed by Adam Rosenthal, 
Frances-Henry Library Director 

EVENTS FROM THE KLAU LIBRARY 

Friends or Foes? 
Belonging in Biblical 
Narrative 

Dr. Steven Donnally 
Date: Thursday, November 7th 
Time: 12:30 pm 
Location: Klau Library and Online 

Literature as Politics: 
The Exodus Narrative 

Dr. Angela Roskop Erisman 
Date: Tuesday, December 3rd 
Time: 12:30 pm 
Location: Klau Library and Online 

Register at www.huc.edu/libraryseries 

Alluring Exteriors: 
Bookbinding Through 
the Ages 

Rabbi Edie Yakutis 

SHORESH 
~ 

Date: Wednesday, November 20th 
Time: 10:30 am 
Location: Deer Park Public Library 

RSVP to klau@huc.edu 
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