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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Class of 2024 | 5784,

It is with great joy and gratitude that we join with your families and friends to celebrate
your achievements and the realization of your goals during these Ordination and
Graduation Ceremonies of our 149th academic year.

Your dedicated studies, hard work, and resilience during the pandemic have brought you to
this wonderful moment. This challenging year — fraught by October 7t"'s horrific onslaught
on innocent Israeli civilians, the tragic loss of life in the Israel-Gaza war, the rising tide of
antisemitism in the U.S. and abroad, and the ongoing strife in our society — makes it clear
that the world needs your vision and leadership more than ever.

The powerful Ordination ritual publicly celebrates the transmission of sacred leadership
upon you who have earned your place as rabbis and cantors in the service of God and the
Jewish People.

The Graduation ceremony empowers you as educational and nonprofit management
leaders, scholars, and pastoral caregivers, as you set forth to strengthen and transform
communities far and wide.

It is now your consecrated task to transmit Judaism’s ethical values, tradition, and culture,
from generation to generation, as you provide both inspiration and guidance to so many
seeking meaning and purpose. Your compassion and creativity will advance Jewish
education, identity, and engagement, while your advocacy for justice and human rights will
inspire others to join you in making a difference in our world.

We are also privileged to congratulate our distinguished alumni honorees for your 25
years of devoted service to the Jewish people and the larger world. The honorary degrees
bestowed upon you recognize your profound impact on shaping inclusive, dynamic
communities, nourishing vibrant and joyful Jewish life, and sustaining the values and
teachings of our sacred texts across the generations. Your heartfelt support for HUC-JIR
strengthens our sacred mission to prepare your future colleagues, who will work by your
side to carry forward your ideals.

And to our Doctor of Humane Letters and Joseph Prize recipients, we honor your
commitment and accomplishments as leaders in diplomacy and government, as champions
of academic inquiry and scholarship, and as advocates for fostering tolerance and
understanding, thereby securing the dignity, equality, and wellbeing of all.

May the courage of your convictions guide all of your sacred paths to build a bright, just,
and promising future for the Jewish People and all humankind.

B’hatzlachah, may you go from strength to strength!
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Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.
President




GRADUATION AND ORDINATION
AT A GLANCE

JERUSALEM
ORDINATION

Thursday, November 16, 2023 — 4 Kislev 5784
Leo Baeck Education Center — 90 Zarfat Road, Haifa

NEW YORK
GRADUATION
Thursday, May 2, 2024 — 24 Nisan 5784
Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New York — 10 East 66th Street, New York
ORDINATION

Sunday, May 5, 2024 — 27 Nisan 5784
Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New York — Fifth Avenue at 65th Street, New York

Our thanks to the Joseph Prize Endowment and the Joseph Family for their support of Ordination in New York.

LOS ANGELES
ORDINATION

Sunday, May 12, 2024 — 4 lyar 5784 — Yom Hazikaron
Stephen Wise Temple — 15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive, Los Angeles

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Dorothy Corwin Ordination Endowment Fund.

GRADUATION

Monday, May 13, 2024 — 5 lyar 5784 — Yom Ha'atzmaut
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion — 3077 University Avenue, Los Angeles

CINCINNATI
GRADUATION
Friday, May 31, 2024 — 23 lyar 5784
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion — 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati
ORDINATION

Saturday, June 1, 2024 — 24 lyar 5784
Plum Street Temple — 720 Plum Street, Cincinnati




MAZAL TOV TO
THE ORDINEES, GRADUATES, ALUMNI HONOREES,
& HONORARY DEGREE & JOSEPH PRIZE RECIPIENTS
OF 2024 [ 5784*

Rabbinical School

RABBINICAL ORDINATION

Elana Ackerman Hirsch
Max Gabriel Antman
Hannah Claire Bender
Yael Katz Ben Yitzhak

Julia Whiting Berg

Aaron David Torop Budman

Madeline Torop Budman
Aria Adele Caligiuri
Jade Carter
Rebecca Frances Chess
Gabrielle Jona Cohn
Emily S. Dana
Jamie Michelle Field
Miriam Klimova
Shirah Coran Kraus
Jerry Nathan Kudan
Ezra M. Leventhal

Gabriel Matthew Miner
Shoshana Nambi
Alissa Jane Platcow

Daniel Dolph Reichenbach

Samuel Isaac Rheins
Sivan Rebecca Rotholz
Franklyn Henry Salzman

Jack Elijah Sherratt

Ada Luisa Sinacore
Lana Zilberman Soloway

Arielle Aviya Stein
llana Yael Symons
Lara Brooke Tessler

Samantha Rose Thal

Kelly Norma Whitehead
Peter Erwin Young

MASTER OF ARTS IN HEBREW LETTERS

Paige A. Beame

Alyssa Rose Schwartz Feigelson

Julie May Fishbach
Elizabeth Frankel
Tori Greene

Gretchen Suzanne Johnson

Leah Rose Julian
Allyssa Brooke Karpel
JuliaY. Knobloch

Shoshana Jordan Levine
Sarah Rachael Livschitz

Mark Clayton Oppenheimer

Rebeca Orantes
Marisa Hillary Papell
Jake Alexander Petzold
Hannah Pomerantz
Erika Purdy-Patrick
Jamie Starr

MASTER OF ARTS IN HEBREW LITERATURE

Aaron Blasband-Roth
Ashira Joelle Boxman
Emma Grace Dubin
Jesse Aaron Epstein
James lan Feder

* All degrees are granted upon completion of all requirements

Madeleine Michelle Fortney

Adam Graubart
Ora Jacobsen

Benjamin Danson Luks-Morgan

Evan Lerner Traylor



MAZAL TOV (continued)

DEBBIE FRIEDMAN SCHOOL OF SACRED MUSIC

CANTORIAL ORDINATION

Joseph Clark Flaxman Kevin Daniel McKenzie Gabriel David Snyder
Iris Karlin Shirel Meital Gidekel Richman LTJG Sonya Elayne Zell***

MASTER OF SACRED MUSIC

Lauren Blasband-Roth Justin Donn Callis Elizabeth Anna Reinstein
Shayna Beth Burack Sierra Jade Fox

PINES SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN JUDAIC, HEBRAIC, AND COGNATE STUDIES

Steven L. Donnally

DOCTOR OF HEBREW LETTERS
Rabbi Israel David Oler

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN JUDAIC, HEBRAIC, AND COGNATE STUDIES
David Paul Johnson Robert Thomas Murphy Christopher DuTeil Slane

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH STUDIES
Jonathan Edward Beck Thomas Clayton Carroll Darhla Shadell Miles

ZELIKOW SCHOOL OF JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Mickey Rachel Benson Talia Michal Israel Jared Matthew Stern
Olivia Esther Bernheimer Micah Victor Cohen Sallus Megan Elizabeth Steron
Abby Sara Gore Bari Rose Sigal

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND INNOVATION**

Joy Linda Allen Vivien Claire Braly Melina Adissi Sternberg
Iryna Belskaia Nicole N. Erdfrocht Sumiko Ruiz Zayon
Emily Simons

CERTIFICATE IN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP**

Hannah Taylor Bloomberg Madeleine Fortney llana Yael Symons

** Awarded in August 2023 *** Lieutenant Junior Grade, U.S. Navy



SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

MASTER OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Elana Beame Abraham Julius Kaplan Rebecca Marcus

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH LEARNING

Abraham Julius Kaplan

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Hillary Elizabeth Chesler Valeria Xcaret Nevarez Stephanie Beth Shearer
Allison Paige Elbaz Eden Puchiu Madeleine N. Steckley
Geanna Levin Amanda Rose Sabel Christine F. Wedner

CERTIFICATE IN DAY SCHOOL TEACHING**

Cassandra A. Burger Jason E. Friedman Justin N. Shapiro
Christopher C. Byrne Ariella Gurstein Christine Wedner
Azriella Friedman Valeria X. Nevarez

PASTORAL CARE PROGRAMS

INTERFAITH DOCTOR OF MINISTRY PROGRAM FOR EDUCATION IN PASTORAL CARE

Joyce Miriam Rosenberg

LOUCHHEIM SCHOOL FOR JUDAIC STUDIES

BACHELOR OF ARTS, JEWISH STUDIES AT USC

Angela Marie Hernandez

DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS, honoris causa

Frederick M. Lawrence, Secretary and CEQO, The Phi Beta Kappa Society;
Distinguished Lecturer in Law, Georgetown Law Center

Ambassador Tom Nides, Former U.S. Ambassador to Israel;
Vice Chairman, Strategy and Client Relationships, Blackstone

ROGER E. JOSEPH PRIZE

Hand in Hand

Accepted by Lee Gordon,
Co-Founder & Director of the American Friends of Hand in Hand

** Awarded in July 2023
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HONORING OUR ALUMNI

RABBINICAL ALUMNI

DOCTOR OF DIVINITY, honoris causa

David Eli Adelson
Victor S. Appell

llana Greenfield Baden*

Todd Chizner

Valerie Cohen

Jennifer E. Krause
Jonathan Franklin Kupetz
Michael Lezak (in absentia)

Laura Suzanne Lieber*

Jessica Erin Locketz

Beth L. Schwartz*

Roxanne J. Schneider Shapiro*

Daniel Micah Sherman*

Felicia L. Sol

Judith Hannah Spicehandler*

Craig Harris Marantz Seth Mark Stander (in absentia)

(in absentia)

Anne Ebersman
Andrew Solomon Ergas Eric Benjamin Stark
Peter William Stein

Todd Michael Thalblum*

Jessica Spitalnic Mates
Edythe Held Mencher
Ellie Lynn Miller

Anthony Bryan Fratello*
Kim Sara Geringer

Scott Hausman-Weiss Joanna Tract*

Moshe Heyn Gary Pokras Allison Bergman Vann
Joseph William Prass*

David Craig Komerofsky* Howard Voss-Altman*

Jamie Korngold* Elissa Sachs-Kohen

Audrey Rhona Korotkin*

Roderick Young (in absentia)

Rebecca Einstein Schorr Julie Anne Zupan

DEBBIE FRIEDMAN SCHOOL OF SACRED MUSIC CANTORIAL ALUMNI
DOCTOR OF MUSIC, honoris causa

Renata Braun Janet Bess Leuchter

David Katz

Sheila Deborah Case Singer

Eric Schulmiller

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION ALUMNI
DOCTOR OF JEWISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, honoris causa

Ellen Cindy Lefkowitz Debra Sagan Massey Renee Rubin Ross

ZELIKOW SCHOOL OF JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT ALUMNI
DOCTOR OF JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT, honoris causa

Robyn N. Altmann Sara Greene Eric M. Lankin**

Rachel Chertkoff Stacy llana Katz

PINES SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS, honoris causa

W. David Nelson*

* Awarded at Founders Day in Cincinnati
** To be awarded in Jerusalem



|MAZAL TOV!——

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion
welcomes our newest graduates to a lifetime of friendship
and professional growth, as you join our

transforming communities throughout
North America, Israel, and around the world.
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HUC-JIR 2023 / 5783 Graduation in Los Angeles

Join our many enriching programs and events offered to alumni and your extended

community. These efforts are proudly driven by the Alumni Leadership Council (ALC)

and the Alumni Associations of the Rabbinical School, the Debbie Friedman School
of Sacred Music, the Pines School of Graduate Studies, the School of Education,

and the Zelikow School of Jewish Nonprofit Management.

To learn more, please contact alumni@huc.edu or visit huc.edu/alumni


https://huc.edu/alumni
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ORDINATION - JERUSALEM

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 16, 2023 - 4 KISLEV 5784

LEO BAECK EDUCATION CENTER
90 Zarfat Road, Haifa

(Ceremony conducted in Haifa because of the Israel-Gaza War)

PROCESSIONAL

Ashreichem Yisrael (Farsi melody)
Cantor Sarah Grabiner '19,
Coordinator of Cantorial Studies and Worship for Year-In-Israel Program

Nigunim Ensemble:
Boaz Dorot, Musical Director, Vocals, Piano
Neta Rosner-Wachs and Cantor Rabbi Shani Ben-Or '22, Vocals
Tomer Einav, Violin
Yoel Dorot, Percussion

WELCOME

Rabbi Talia Avnon-Benveniste ‘08, Director, Israel Rabbinical Program

PRESIDENTIAL CHARGE: "OUR WORK IN A TIME OF WAR"
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

PRAYER FOR THE SOLDIERS OF THE IDF

Anna Kislanski, Executive Director, Israel Reform Movement

PRAYER FOR THE HOSTAGES
Rabbi Ayala Ronen-Samuels, Ph.D. '13, Chair, Council of Reform Rabbis “MARAM”

PRAYER FOR THE STATE OF ISRAEL

Rabbi Ofek Meir ‘06, CEO, Leo Baeck Education Center, Haifa
Rabbi Ariella Graetz Bar-Tuv '11, Kehillat Emet V'Shalom, Nahariya, Israel

Psalm 122
Nigunim Ensemble




RABBINICAL ORDINATION

Rabbi Talia Avnon-Benveniste ‘08
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss ‘93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost

Ordinees

Lana Zilberman Soloway 21710 [n127'1 naxY
Sponsor: Rabbi Talia Avnon-Benveniste ‘08

Yael Katz Ben Yitzchak pny' |2 y> 7y
Sponsor: Rabbi Naama Daphni Kellen '12, Or Hadash, Haifa

Miriam Klimova nam'p on
Sponsor: Rabbi Gregory Kotler ‘01, Kehillat Shira, Ramat Gan

PRIESTLY BLESSING

Hatikvah
Mizmor Layla
Nigunim Ensemble

BENEDICTION
Rabbi Talia Avnon-Benveniste ‘08




MAY 2, 2024 — 24 NISAN 5784

CONGREGATION EMANU-EL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
10 East 66th Street, New York

PROCESSIONAL

Pedro d’Aquino, organist

MARSHAL
David Elitzer '26, Rabbinical School

INVOCATION
Rabbi David Adelson '99, D.Min. '16, Dean, New York

Shiru IAdonai Shir Chadash (Boaz Dorot, Neta Rosner Wachs,
Shani Ben-0Or 21, arr. Justin Callis 25)

YWD D 1T L WTD Y T Y
JANYIY! DiY? DI NWA Ling D72 17 Y
AMIiNY9) DMy 722 ,iTid 0'iad 1190
07X 72 7V NN KD, TRN 77000 T

Sing to ADONAI a new song; sing to ADONAI, all the earth.
Sing to ADONAI — bless God's name; proclaim God’s victory day after day.
Tell of God'’s glory among the nations, God’s wondrous deeds among all peoples.
For God is great and much acclaimed, held in awe by all divine beings. (Psalm 96)

Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music Classes of 2025 and 1999
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, conductor; Pedro d’Aquino, pianist
Sierra Fox 25, percussion, Beth Reinstein 25, guitar

REMARKS

Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATION SPEAKER
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

PRESENTATION OF OF DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS, honoris causa
AND GRADUATION ADDRESS

Ambassador Tom Nides, Former U.S. Ambassador to Israel;
Vice Chairman, Strategy and Client Relationships, Blackstone




Oseh Shalom (Judith Silver)
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May the One, who makes peace on high,
make peace for us, for all Israel, and for all who dwell on earth.
And let us say: Amen. (Liturgy)

Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music Class of 2025

PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI HONORARY DEGREES

Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa

David Eli Adelson Edythe Held Mencher
Victor S. Appell Ellie Lynn Miller
Todd Chizner Gary Pokras

Valerie Cohen Rebecca Einstein Schorr
Anne Ebersman Felicia L. Sol
Andrew Solomon Ergas Eric Benjamin Stark
Kim Sara Geringer Peter William Stein
Jennifer E. Krause Allison Bergman Vann
Jessica Erin Locketz Julie Anne Zupan

Doctor of Music, honoris causa

Renata Braun Eric Schulmiller
David Katz Sheila Deborah Case Singer
Janet Bess Leuchter

AWARDING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

INTERFAITH DOCTOR OF MINISTRY PROGRAM FOR EDUCATION IN PASTORAL CARE

Jennifer Harper, M. Div,, Director, Interfaith Doctor of Ministry Program

Joyce Miriam Rosenberg

MASTER OF SACRED MUSIC
Cantor Jill Abramson ‘02, Director, Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music

Lauren Blasband-Roth Sierra Jade Fox
Shayna Beth Burack Elizabeth Anna Reinstein
Justin Donn Callis
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MASTER OF ARTS IN HEBREW LITERATURE
Rabbi Lisa D. Grant '17, Director, Rabbinical Program, New York

Aaron Blasband-Roth Jesse Aaron Epstein Ora Jacobsen
Ashira Joelle Boxman James lan Feder Benjamin Danson Luks-Morgan
Emma Grace Dubin Madeleine Michelle Fortney Evan Lerner Traylor

Adam Graubart

Modim (Justin Callis ‘25 and Beth Reinstein ‘25, arr. Justin Callis)

~'3'D"7?.$ ' NIN NRRY A7 1NN DTN
,TV1 0%iVY7 1'NiANI ' Niax '7KI
i Wi'l"? NN NN n-VVJ' 10 1240 Y
We thank You, for You are ADONAI our God,

and the God of our ancestors, forever —
Rock of our lives, Shield of our deliverance in every generation. (Liturgy)

Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music Class of 2025
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, pianist

CONFIRMATION OF DEGREES

David B. Edelson, Chair, HUC-JIR Board of Governors
Rabbi Rick Jacobs '82, President, Union for Reform Judaism

Shehecheyanu (Tzvika Pik)
Cantor Jill Abramson '02; Pedro d’Aquino, organist

BENEDICTION
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost

RECESSIONAL

Pedro d’Aquino, organist



MAY 5, 2024 — 27 NISAN 5784

CONGREGATION EMANU-EL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
Fifth Avenue at 65th Street, New York

PROCESSIONAL

MARSHALS

Sierra Fox '25, Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music
Morgan Tobey 26, Rabbinical School

Baruch Haba (Stephen Glass)
Baruch Haba (Yaacov Bergman)
Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller '87, Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman Professor Emerita of Liturgy,
Worship and Ritual; Professor Emerita of Cantorial Arts, soloist
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) &
Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS) Combined Choir
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, conductor; Pedro dAquino, organist

WELCOME
Rabbi David Adelson '99, D.Min. '16, Dean, New York

Samachti b’Omrim Li (Charles Osborne)
Rabbinical and Cantorial Class of 2024
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, conductor; Pedro d’Aquino, pianist

PRESENTATION OF THE 2024 ROGER E. JOSEPH PRIZE

Hand in Hand
Accepted by Lee Gordon, Co-Founder & Director of the American Friends of Hand in Hand

Shalom Rav (Meir Finkelstein)
Cantor Irena Altshul ‘O3, soloist
HUC-JIR & JTS Combined Choir
Cantor Natasha J. Hirschhorn, conductor; Pedro d’Aquino, organist

PRESIDENTIAL CHARGE
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINATION SPEAKER
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

ORDINATION ADDRESS
Rabbi Norman Cohen 71, Ph.D. ‘77, Professor Emeritus of Midrash

13



Azamrah (Benjie Ellen Schiller ‘87, with Craig Taubman, arr. Richard Cohn '92)
Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music Class of 2024
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, pianist

KAVANAH
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost

ORDINATION RITUAL

Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost
Cantor Jill Abramson '02, Director, Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music
Rabbi Lisa D. Grant '17, Ph.D., Director, Rabbinical Program, New York

Gabrielle Jona Cohn
Jamie Michelle Field
Joseph Clark Flaxman

Iris Karlin

Ezra M. Leventhal

Kevin Daniel McKenzie
Gabriel Matthew Miner
Shoshana Nambi

Alissa Jane Platcow
Daniel Dolph Reichenbach
Shirel Meital Gidekel Richman
Sivan Rebecca Rotholz
Jack Elijah Sherratt

Ada Luisa Sinacore
Gabriel David Snyder
Arielle Aviya Stein

llana Yael Symons

Lara Brooke Tessler

Kelly Norma Whitehead
Peter Erwin Young

LTJG Sonya Elayne Zell*
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Music selected by each student to accompany their ordination

Pedro d’Aquino, organist

Halleluyah — Psalm 150 (Louis Lewandowski)
HUC-JIR & JTS Combined Choir
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, conductor; Pedro d’Aquino, organist

* Lieutenant Junior Grade, U.S. Navy



FACULTY BLESSING
Cantor Jill Abramson ‘02

BLESSING BY FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND RESPONSE BY ORDINEES
Rabbi Rachel Gross-Prinz ‘19

Shehecheyanu (Tzvika Pik)

PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
Rabbi Lisa D. Grant '17, Ph.D.

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL

Rabbi Wendy Zierler, Ph.D., Sigmund Falk Professor of Modern Jewish Literature
and Feminist Studies

Shir Hama‘alot (Marc Lavry)
Cantor Josh Breitzer '11, soloist
HUC-JIR & JTS Combined Choir
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, conductor; Pedro d/Aquino, pianist

A MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE

Rabbi Joshua Davidson '97, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Emanu-El of the City of New York

Oseh Shalom (Iris Karlin '24)
In memory of the victims of October 7, 2023
HUC-JIR & JTS Combined Choir
Cantor Natasha J. Hirschhorn, conductor; Pedro d’/Aquino, organist

GREETINGS
David B. Edelson, Chair, HUC-JIR Board of Governors

BENEDICTION

Cantor Jill Abramson ‘02
Rabbi Lisa D. Grant '17, Ph.D.
Benediction (Max Helfman)

RECESSIONAL

Ein Keiloheinu; Non Komo Muestro Dio (Isadore Freed; Sephardic Melody)
HUC-JIR & JTS Combined Choir
Professor Joyce Rosenzweig, conductor; Pedro d’Aquino, organist

Our thanks to the Joseph Prize Endowment and the Joseph Family for
their support of Ordination in New York.

15
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ORDINATION — LOS ANGELES

SUNDAY, MAY 12, 2024 - 4 IYAR 5784

STEPHEN WISE TEMPLE
15500 Stephen S. Wise Drive, Los Angeles

PROCESSIONAL
Ashira (Yonatan Razel; from Psalm 13:6)
Cantor Sara Hass '15, Leo Baeck Temple
Cantor Lizzie Weiss, Temple Emanuel

INVOCATION
Rabbi Sari Laufer ‘06, Chief Engagement Officer, Stephen Wise Temple

WELCOME
Rabbi Joshua Garroway ‘03, Ph.D,, Interim Dean, Jack H. Skirball Campus

PRESIDENTIAL CHARGE
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINATION SPEAKER
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

ORDINATION ADDRESS
Rabbi Candice Levy, Ph.D., Milken Community Schools

KAVANAH
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost




ORDINATION RITUAL

Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D.
Rabbi Dvora Weisberg '11, Ph.D., Director, Rabbinical School

Elana Ackerman Hirsch
Max Gabriel Antman
Hannah Claire Bender
Julia Whiting Berg

Aria Adele Caligiuri
Jade Carter

Rebecca Frances Chess
Shirah Coran Kraus*
Jerry Nathan Kudan
Franklyn Henry Salzman

Samantha Rose Thal
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READING
Ordination Class of 2024

CONGRATULATIONS

Marcie Zelikow, Co-Chair, Institutional Advancement Committee, Board of Governors

BENEDICTION

Rabbi Michele Lenke '96, D.Min.”20, National Rabbinic Fieldwork Coordinator;
Leona Aronoff Rabbinic Mentoring Director

RECESSIONAL

Azamra (Music and English lyrics by Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller '87

and Craig Taubman; from Psalm 146)
Cantor Sara Hass 15, Leo Baeck Temple

Cantor Lizzie Weiss, Temple Emanuel

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Dorothy Corwin Ordination Endowment Fund.

* Ordained in Cincinnati
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GRADUATION — LOS ANGELES

MONDAY, MAY 13, 2024 - 5 IYAR 5784

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
3077 University Avenue, Los Angeles

PRELUDE

Hinei MaTov (Music and English lyrics by Cantor Jonathan Comisar 'O0; from Psalm 133)
Cantor Sara Hass 15, Leo Baeck Temple
Cantor Lizzie Weiss, Temple Emanuel

INVOCATION

Miriam Heller Stern, Ph.D., Vice Provost for Educational Strategy;
National Director, School of Education

WELCOME
Rabbi Joshua Garroway ‘03, Ph.D., Interim Dean, Jack H. Skirball Campus

REMARKS
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATION SPEAKER
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

GRADUATION ADDRESS
Janice Kamenir-Reznik '75, MAJUNM/MSW, JD,
Co-Founder, Jewish World Watch; Co-Founder, Jews United for Democracy and Justice

PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI HONORARY DEGREES

Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.
Rabbi Joshua Garroway ‘03, Ph.D.

DOCTOR OF DIVINITY, honoris causa

Scott Hausman-Weiss
Moshe Heyn
Jonathan Franklin Kupetz
Jessica Spitalnic Mates

DOCTOR OF JEWISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, honoris causa

Ellen Cindy Lefkowitz
Debra Sagan Massey
Renee Rubin Ross




DOCTOR OF JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT, honoris causa

Robyn N. Altmann Sara Greene
Rachel Chertkoff Stacy llana Katz

AWARDING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

ZELIKOW SCHOOL OF JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Rabbi Shirley Idelson '91, Ph.D., Director, Zelikow School of Jewish Nonprofit Management
Mandi Richardson '97, MAJCS/MSW, Associate Director,
Zelikow School of Jewish Nonprofit Management

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

Mickey Rachel Benson Talia Michal Israel Jared Matthew Stern
Olivia Esther Bernheimer Micah Victor Cohen Sallus Megan Elizabeth Steron
Abby Sara Gore Bari Rose Sigal

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND INNOVATION*

Joy Linda Allen Vivien Claire Braly Melina Adissi Sternberg
Iryna Belskaia Nicole N. Erdfrocht Sumiko Ruiz Zayon
Emily Simons

RHEA HIRSCH SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Miriam Heller Stern, Ph.D., Vice Provost for Educational Strategy;
National Director, School of Education
Rabbi Laura Novak Winer ‘94,95, Ed.D., Director, Master of Educational Leadership Program
Lauren Applebaum, Ed.D., Director of DelLeT Programs

MASTER OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Elana Beame Abraham Julius Kaplan Rebecca Marcus

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH LEARNING

Abraham Julius Kaplan

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Hillary Elizabeth Chesler Valeria Xcaret Nevarez Stephanie Beth Shearer
Allison Paige Elbaz Eden Puchiu Madeleine N. Steckley
Geanna Levin Amanda Rose Sabel Christine F. Wedner

* Awarded in August 2023
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RABBINICAL SCHOOL
Rabbi Dvora Weisberg '11, Ph.D., National Director, Rabbinical School

MASTER OF ARTS IN HEBREW LETTERS

Paige A. Beame Tori Greene Sarah Rachael Livschitz
Alyssa Rose Schwartz Leah Rose Julian Rebeca Orantes
Feigelson Allyssa Brooke Karpel Jake Alexander Petzold
Julie May Fishbach Julia Y. Knobloch Hannah Pomerantz
Elizabeth Frankel Shoshana Jordan Levine Erika Purdy-Patrick

LOUCHHEIM SCHOOL FOR JUDAIC STUDIES

Leah Hochman, Ph.D,, Director, Jerome H. Louchheim School for Judaic Studies

BACHELOR OF ARTS, JEWISH STUDIES AT USC

Angela Marie Hernandez

STUDENT PERSPECTIVE
Abby Sara Gore, 24, Master of Arts in Jewish Nonprofit Management

CONFIRMATION OF DEGREES

Marcie Zelikow, Co-Chair, Institutional Advancement Committee, Board of Governors

BENEDICTION
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost

RECESSIONAL

Azamra (Music and English lyrics by Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller '87
and Craig Taubman; from Psalm 146)
Cantor Sara Hass '15, Leo Baeck Temple
Cantor Lizzie Weiss, Temple Emanuel




GRADUATION — CINCINNATI

FRIDAY, MAY 31, 2024 — 23 IYAR 5783

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION
3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati

PROCESSIONAL

Marshals — Graduate Student Association Officers

INVOCATION
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost

WELCOME
Rabbi Jonathan L. Hecht '87, Ph.D., Dean, Cincinnati Campus

REMARKS
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

PRESENTATION OF DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS, honoris causa,
AND INTRODUCTION OF GRADUATION SPEAKER

Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

DOCTOR OF HUMANE LETTERS, honoris causa, AND GRADUATION ADDRESS

Frederick M. Lawrence, Secretary and CEO, The Phi Beta Kappa Society;
Distinguished Lecturer in Law, Georgetown Law Center

AWARDING OF GRADUATE DEGREES

Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.
Rabbi Jonathan L. Hecht '87, Ph.D., Dean, Cincinnati Campus

Rabbi Richard S. Sarason 74, Ph.D., Director, Pines School of Graduate Studies

MASTER OF ARTS IN HEBREW LETTERS

Gretchen Suzanne Johnson
Mark Clayton Oppenheimer
Marisa Hillary Papell
Jamie Starr
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN JUDAIC, HEBRAIC, AND COGNATE STUDIES

Steven L. Donnally
Dissertation: “Beyond Ethnicity: Belonging in the Former Prophets”
First Reader: Dr. Nili S. Fox
Second Reader: Dr. Katherine E. Southwood, St John’s College, Oxford

DOCTOR OF HEBREW LETTERS
Rabbi Israel David Oler

Dissertation: "Yearning for Spirituality in Religious Naturalism"
Advisor: Dr. Richard S. Sarason

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN JUDAIC, HEBRAIC, AND COGNATE STUDIES

David P. Johnson
Robert Thomas Murphy
Christopher DuTeil Slane

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH STUDIES

Jonathan Edward Beck
Thomas Clayton Carroll
Darhla Shadell Miles

PSGS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION GREETING
Michael W. Graves, Ph.D., Armerding Professor of Biblical Studies, Wheaton College

CONFIRMATION OF DEGREES

Edward J. Septimus, M.D,, Member, HUC-JIR Board of Governors;
Chair, Central Region of Advisors

BENEDICTION

Rabbi David H. Aaron ‘83, Ph.D.
Professor of Hebrew Bible and History of Interpretation

RECESSIONAL

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion expresses appreciation
to Claire Lee, organist and pianist, for musical selections and arrangements




ORDINATION — CINCINNATI

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2024 - 24 IYAR 5784

PLUM STREET TEMPLE
720 Plum Street, Cincinnati

PROCESSIONAL

INVOCATION
Rabbi Zachary S. Goodman 19, Associate Rabbi, Isaac M. Wise Temple, Cincinnati

WORSHIP SERVICE

Class of 2024 [ 5784
Cantor Yvon Shore '95, Director of Liturgical Arts and Music

PRESIDENTIAL CHARGE
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINATION SERMON
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

ORDINATION SERMON
Rabbi Leon A. Morris '97, President, Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies

ANTHEM
Cantor Yvon Shore '95, Director of Liturgical Arts and Music

KAVANAH
Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D., Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost

ORDINATION RITUAL

Rabbi Andrea L. Weiss '93, Ph.D.
Rabbi Jonathan L. Hecht '87, Ph.D., Dean and Director, Rabbinical School, Cincinnati

Aaron David Torop Budman nrma anni 780m 230 2 7T jNnx
Madeline Torop Budman “xmwi nd'm N2 N9y nwxn
Shirah Coran Kraus 1n'MNn 2701 NY 230 N 'y
Emily S. Dana nawi bnnax na muiy

Samuel Isaac Rheins  ax% nw 210 onnax 20 | gyt 78Ny

23



24

KADDISH D’)RABANAN
Class of 2024

PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILIES, FRIENDS, AND TEACHERS
Class of 2024

SHECHECHEYANU
Rabbi Jonathan Hecht '87, Ph.D., Dean and Director, Rabbinical School, Cincinnati

MOURNERS KADDISH
Rabbi Zachary S. Goodman '19, Associate Rabbi, Isaac M. Wise Temple, Cincinnati

CONGRATULATIONS

Edward J. Septimus, M.D,, Member, HUC-JIR Board of Governors;
Chair, Central Region Board of Advisors

BENEDICTION
Rabbi Richard S. Sarason '74, Ph.D., Director, Pines School of Graduate Studies

RECESSIONAL




RABBINICAL SCHOOL
RABBINICAL ORDINEES

ELANA ACKERMAN HIRSCH

Elana’s love of Judaism was nurtured through her family’s
weekly Shabbat dinners with her grandparents and summers
at Jewish theater camp. Elana graduated from the University
of Puget Sound with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Sciences
(Biology emphasis). While at HUC-JIR, Elana received a Master
of Educational Leadership from the Rhea Hirsch School of
Education. For her rabbinical capstone, Elana created a virtual
museum exhibit entitled “The Art of Belonging: the Jewish
task of inclusive education, why inclusive education matters in
Jewish spaces, and how art can be a tool for inclusion.”

MAX GABRIEL ANTMAN

A proud Midwesterner, Max grew up in Evanston, IL, and
graduated cum laude from the University of lllinois Champaign-
Urbana with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and minors

in English and Jewish Culture and Society. After several

years working at the cross-section of organizing and Jewish
community-building in Washington, DC, Max made the decision
to pursue his passions for Judaism and policy through the
rabbinate. Max has served as the Community Organizing
Rabbinical Intern at Leo Baeck Temple in Los Angeles and his
thesis focused on the use of biblical dissent in modern rabbinical

leadership.

HANNAH CLAIRE BENDER

Hannah grew up in the Chicagoland area at Congregation

Etz Chaim. They received a B.A. in Religious Studies and Jewish
Studies from the University of Minnesota. Hannah served

as a Student Rabbi in Lake Tahoe for North Tahoe Hebrew
Congregation and Temple Bat Yam, the Rabbinical Intern for the
Claremont Colleges Hillel, and the Rabbinical Education Intern
for Stephen Wise Temple in Los Angeles. Hannah is passionate
about food, Torah, and Tikkun Olam. They are honored and
deeply grateful to be fulfilling their lifelong dream to serve the
Jewish people as a rabbi.
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YAEL KATZ BEN YITZHAK

Born in Haifa to a secular Israeli family, Yael is the head of
community and educational activities in the Israel Reform
Movement. She began her Jewish journey at the Ma " alot

Tivon congregation and during her pre-army volunteering

in Beit Daniel. Yael worked at the Melitz Center for Jewish
Education, Gesher, Leo Baeck Education Center, IMPJ education
department, JAFI, and Hamidrasha and as CEO of Gilor Center
for Older Population. She established the Megiddo Reform
Congregation. She received her B.SW. in community social work
and her M.A. in community and nonprofit management, both at
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Her rabbinical thesis dealt

with the spiritual development and personal and community opportunities for an older
age population (ages 55-70), a field she intends to develop in Israeli congregations and in
other settings.

JULIA WHITING BERG

Julia was born and raised in Los Angeles, CA, and graduated
Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Michigan with a B.A. in
Environmental Science and Judaic Studies. While at HUC-JIR,
she also earned a Master of Educational Leadership and a
Certificate in Jewish Organizational Leadership. She has served
communities in Encinitas, Victorville, and Tucson. Most recently
she has served as a Rabbinical Intern at Leo Baeck Temple in
Los Angeles. Through her rabbinical capstone she explored the
creation of Jewish rituals for the teenage mourner.

AARON DAVID TOROP BUDMAN

Aaron is proud to be ordained from HUC-JIR/Cincinnati,
alongside his wife, Madeline, and following in his parents’
footsteps. Aaron was the Student Rabbi of Temple Shalom in
Lafayette, LA, and a Rabbinical Intern at Wise Temple. He is the
past president of Cincinnati’s Rabbinical Student Association.
Aaron is a Nachshon Project Graduate Fellow, a pluralistic
fellowship developing Jewish communal leaders. Aaron loves
Talmud study, and wrote his thesis on talmudic representations
of gentile courts. He is a relentless pursuer of justice and is
excited to share his passion for learning and activism with his

future communities.



MADELINE TOROP BUDMAN

Madeline was raised in Norfolk, VA, where she was a fourth-
generation member of Ohef Sholom Temple. She earned her
B.A. in English from Georgetown University. Madeline was the
Student Rabbi of Temple Israel in Marion, Ohio; an Education
Fellow at Shelanu: Cincinnati Jewish Community High School;
the Chair of the Student Ministrations Committee; and a
Nachshon Project Graduate Fellow. She considers Rockdale
Temple her home in Cincinnati, where she has served in various
capacities, most recently as Rabbinical Intern, for her entire
HUC-JIR tenure. Madeline is thrilled to be ordained alongside
her husband, Aaron.

ARIA ADELE CALIGIURI

Aria graduated from UC Davis in 2019, majoring in History

with a minor in Religious Studies. During her time in rabbinical
school, she worked as a Spiritual Advisor at the Beit T'Shuvah
rehabilitation center and at various student pulpits and
internships in Central California, Arizona, Michigan, Missouri, and
Indiana. Outside of school, Aria loves hiking, camping, art, music,
and outdoor activities.

JADE CARTER

Growing up in Los Angeles, Jade was surrounded by Judaism,
music, and sunshine. She earned her Bachelor’s in Studio Art
at the University of Redlands and later obtained a California
teaching credential. After years of classroom teaching, where
she learned to integrate her passions for leadership, creativity,
and community, Jade entered the rabbinate. As a Rabbinical
Intern and Spiritual Counselor at Beit T'shuvah, she has guided
individuals navigating addiction. Grounded in Jewish text and
culture, she strives to foster deep personal and communal
connections, infusing each encounter with warmth, joy, and
compassionate care.
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REBECCA FRANCES CHESS

Rebecca grew up in Winnipeg, MB, Canada. A proud Canadian,
Rebecca earned an Honours B.A. in English Literature and
Canadian Jewish History from the University of Toronto. While at
HUC-JIR, Rebecca served as the student rabbi at Congregation
Shir Ami for three years and as a Spiritual Counseling Intern at
Beit T'shuvah in Los Angeles for two years. Rebecca is grateful
for their family, friends, teachers, classmates, and Torah for
providing the wealth of knowledge, love, and support which
enabled Rebecca to reach this moment.

Gabrielle Cohn grew up in Northern Virginia at Temple Rodef
Shalom. She is a graduate cum laude of Columbia University and
The Jewish Theological Seminary’s Joint Program, List College
with a B.A. in Psychology and a B.A. in Modern Jewish Studies.
During rabbinical school, Gabrielle served as the Rabbinical
Intern at Woodlands Community Temple, Sarah Neuman
Nursing Home, North Fork Reform Synagogue, and Temple
Israel of New Rochelle. She also received a Certificate in Jewish
Organizational Leadership from HUC-JIR’s Zelikow School in
Summer 2022. Gabrielle is so grateful to all her friends, family,
mentors, professors, and classmates for their love and support
and helping her to reach this moment of becoming a rabbi.

EMILY S. DANA

Emily grew up in Wilmette, IL, and is a proud product of Beth
Emet Synagogue and Olin Sang Ruby Union Institute. Emily
graduated from Brandeis University, studying Classics and
Judaic Studies. She is passionate about disability advocacy,
trauma-informed work, and hospital chaplaincy, which she
hopes to pursue after ordination. Her future rabbinate has

been shaped by the Rockdale Temple family and her two units
of Clinical Pastoral Education. Emily is grateful to all of her
friends, mentors, and teachers who have helped her to reach this
moment of rabbinical ordination.



JAMIE MICHELLE FIELD

Jamie is thrilled to be a member of the 2024 ordination

class. Originally from Los Angeles, she now considers herself
an East Coast girl, having made herself at home in Boston,
Washington, DC, and Manhattan. She has a passion for making
Torah authentic and accessible for everyone from babies to
bubbes. She is grateful to Washington Hebrew Congregation,
B'nai Israel of High Point, NC, and Community Synagogue of
Rye for allowing her to learn and grow. She is also grateful to
her family and friends for their endless love and support and
accommodating Taylor Swift on repeat.

MIRIAM KLIMOVA

Born in Lviv in western Ukraine, Miriam grew up in a Reform
community. She attended the Higher School of Hebrew Studies
in Torun, Poland (2012), received a Bachelor’s degree in Hebrew
Studies (2015), continued her studies at the Adam Mickiewicz
University in Poznan, and received a Master’s degree in Hebrew
and Jewish Studies (2017), while serving as a prayer leader and
educator in Reform communities in Poland. Miriam made aliyah
to Israel (2018), began her studies at HUC-JIR, and went on
missions to summer camps in Ukraine and Azerbaijan. She led
groups at ANU - Museum of the Jewish People in Tel Aviv (2020)
and taught an online course on Judaism in Polish. Since 2020,

she has worked at Shirat ha-Yam Carmel congregation, and
volunteers in the absorption of Russian and Ukrainian immigrants in Haifa. Miriam wrote
her rabbinical thesis on the conversion of Russian-speakers in Israel and plans to continue
to strengthen their sense of belonging to the community.

SHIRAH CORAN KRAUS

Shirah is a magna cum laude graduate of Bryn Mawr College
with B.A. in Religion, and received her Master of Educational
Leadership at HUC-JIR. Shirah has served student pulpits

in Grand Forks, ND; Lafayette, LA, Lake Tahoe, CA; and
Congregation Sherith Israel in San Francisco, CA. She has also
worked on the camp leadership teams of URJ-GUCI and Eden
Village West. Shirah feels inspired to share meaningful music,
create deep connections, and uplift the Jewish prophetic
tradition. She is grateful for loved ones, especially her mom, 27,
whom Shirah knows would be proud.
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JERRY NATHAN KUDAN

Jerry and his wife Abigail moved to Los Angeles from the
mountains of Colorado for him to attend rabbinical school.

He holds a Master of Education degree from Prescott College
and graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. in psychology
from Skidmore College. For all five years of his program, he led
a small congregation in Glendale, CA. After much work, he is
excited to conclude writing a book entitled Praying the Jewish
Scriptures: 500+ Ways to Discover Meaning, Purpose, Insight,
and Connection with nin' within the 7.

EZRA M. LEVENTHAL

Ezra grew up in an interfaith family in San Jose, CA. He
graduated from UC Davis in 2015 with a double major in
Religious Studies and Political Science. He spent two years
interning at Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple in New Brunswick,
NJ, and one year as a Student Rabbi at Shir Shalom in
Woodstock, VT. His rabbinical thesis was entitled “Blood, Guts,
and Torah: An Argument for Jewish Body Horror,” in which he
analyzes the book of Genesis through the lens of Cronenbergian
horror. As a rabbi, he is excited to make the Jewish world a little
bit weirder.

GABRIEL MATTHEW MINER

Gabe grew up in Abington, PA. He holds an M.A. in Jewish
Education from the Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS) and
undergraduate degrees from JTS and Columbia University.
During his time at HUC-JIR, Gabe served as Rabbinical Intern
for Dorot, Community Synagogue of Rye, and the Taube Center
for Jewish Life and Learning in Warsaw. His rabbinical thesis
explores puns and wordplay in rabbinic literature as a paradigm
for a pluralistic approach to Jewish living. Gabe loves folk and
bluegrass music, theatre, Jewish camp, and Yiddish, but he
especially loves his supportive parents, his brilliant wife, Rachelle,

and his very handsome and smiley baby, Sammy.



SHOSHANA NAMBI

Shoshana grew up in Uganda’s Abayudaya Jewish community.
After graduating from Kampala International University, she
worked as an HIV counselor and agricultural educator. She has
toured with Kulanu, which supports emerging and returning
Jewish communities, teaching about her community and
focusing on women’s lives in Ugandan villages. She has served as
a Rabbinical Intern at Congregation Rodeph Sholom in New York
City. She is the author of The Very Best Sukkah: A Story from
Uganda, the winner of the 2023 National Jewish Book Council—
Picture Book of the Year, and the Association of Libraries—A

Sydney Taylor Honor Book. She lives in New York with her
daughter, Emunah.

ALISSA JANE PLATCOW

Alissa is honored to be a member of today’s ordination class.
Hailing from Brookline, MA, she graduated from UMass Amherst.
After college, Alissa sang jazz professionally in New York and
worked at several synagogues in development, leading services,
teaching religious school, and more. In Israel, she studied at
Hebrew University, HUC-JIR, and the Pardes Institute. She has
led tefila all over the world from Prague to Tel Aviv, Belarus to
Poland, and across North America. Alissa is a founder of the
Reform Community Chevra Kaddisha of NYC and has served as
a Rabbinical Fellow at B'nai Jeshurun. Her favorite color is purple.

DANIEL DOLPH REICHENBACH

Daniel grew up in Ridgewood, NJ, was an active member in NFTY
GER, and attended the URJ Eisner and Kutz camps. Dan enrolled
in NFTY’s EIE high school in Israel in 2006. Dan graduated from
Clark University in 2012 with a degree in Jewish Antiquity and
made aliyah and served in the IDF. Dan earned his Master of
Religious Education (MARE) from HUC-JIR in New York in 2020,
while working at Stephen Wise Free Synagogue. Dan then joined
the Rabbinical Program and served as the Rabbinical Intern at
Hevreh of Southern Berkshires in Great Barrington, MA.
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SAMUEL ISAAC RHEINS

Samuel grew up in Denver, CO. He earned a B.A. at The University
of Colorado Boulder, then moved to Jerusalem, where he was an
Israel Government Fellow at the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and a student at the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies. Samuel
served student pulpits in New Iberiq, LA; Muncie, IN; and at
Adath Israel in Cincinnati. He was an AIPAC Leffel Fellow and an
iFellow (iCenter). He is grateful to his family who encouraged him
on his journey and to his HUC-JIR professors and the Cincinnati
Jewish community who were an integral part of his education.

SIVAN REBECCA ROTHOLZ

Sivan comes to the rabbinate as a professor of gynocentric
Torah and creative writing — and as a recovering attorney. She
has taught at Brooklyn College, Tel Aviv University, Temple
Emanu-El, Hillel, Camp Ramah, Wexner, Moishe House, Pardes,
the URJ, Melton, and Ritualwell. Her areas of expertise include
adult education, creative midrash, work with b'nai mitzvah and
conversion students, feminist Torah, and poetry. Sivan enters the
rabbinate as a Rabbi Educator at Central Synagogue’s Center
for Exploring Judaism and is working to build an urban kibbutz
movement in America. She thanks her village for supporting her

on this journey.

FRANKLYN HENRY SALZMAN

Franklyn (Frankie) grew up in Carmel, IN. They graduated with

a B.A.in Jewish Studies and Religious Studies from Indiana
University in December 2016. After graduating, they moved

to Atlanta, GA, where they worked at the Charles and Lynn
Schusterman Family Foundation before returning to school for
their rabbinical ordination. They had the privilege of serving
three different communities while in school: Temple Beth Shalom
in Ridgecrest, CA; Congregation Havurim in Temecula, CA; and
Congregation Kol Ami in West Hollywood, CA.




JACK ELIJAH SHERRATT

Jack grew up in Ontario, Canada. He holds his M.A. in Religious
Studies from Wilfrid Laurier University (2007) and his M.SW.
from the University of Toronto (2012). Prior to entering

Rabbinical School, Jack worked as a trauma therapist for at-risk
populations in NYC, including with homeless LGBTQ youth and
homeless Jewish seniors. Jack is also a carpenter, a beekeeper,
and an aspiring scribe. His thesis work — making tefillin - was
very messy. He lives on the Lower East Side with his family.

ADA LUISA SINACORE

After graduating with First Class Honours with distinction from
McGill University, Luisa spent the bulk of her professional career
working in educational settings, including Hillel Montreal. While
studying at HUC-JIR, Luisa sought a variety of professional
experiences, from honing her cantorial abilities at Temple Beth
Sholom, to refining her curriculum development talents at JCP
Downtown, to enriching her pastoral skills at DOROT. Following
ordination, Luisa is looking forward to beginning a new chapter
of learning. Luisa is so grateful to her family, especially Mom,
Sarah, Sam, Gray, and Frankie, and her friends for supporting her

on this journey to ordination.

LANA ZILBERMAN SOLOWAY

Lana was born in Moscow and made aliyah at the age of eight.
She served in the Intelligence Unit of the Southern Command in
Beer Sheva and the Gaza Strip. Lana holds a B.A. in East Asian
Culture from the Hebrew University, B.Mus. in piano performance
and voice from the Jerusalem Music Academy, M.A. in professional
Jewish studies from the Spertus Institute in Chicago, rabbinical
ordination from the Shalom Hartman Institute, and rabbinical
ordination from HUC-JIR. She has worked as a tour educator and
directed a tour guide training course for the Ministry of Tourism,
where she served as a license exam examiner. She served as the

director of shared society programs at Machon Merchavim and as
director of community outreach and educational projects at Rabbis for Human Rights. She
now serves Congregation Or Ami in Los Angeles, CA.
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ARIELLE AVIYA STEIN

Arielle is a graduate of New York University with a B.FA. in Studio
Art. While at HUC-JIR, Arielle served as Rabbinical Intern at
Columbia-Barnard Hillel, Congregation B'nai Shalom in Bristol,
TN, and Congregation Rodeph Shalom in New York, NY. Arielle
teaches with the Union for Reform Judaism and the Jewish
Learning Collaborative. In 2022-2023, Arielle was Scholar-in-
Residence with At the Well. She is passionate about integrating
Judaism and visual art. The focus of her rabbinical thesis was an
illustrated exploration of the Song of Songs.

ILANA YAEL SYMONS

llana is thrilled to be a second-generation ordinee of HUC-
JIR. She grew up in Monroeville, PA, and received a B.A. in
Philosophy at New York University. While at HUC-JIR, llana
studied on all four campuses, including receiving a Certificate
in Jewish Organizational Leadership from the Zelikow School.
She enthusiastically served congregations across the country:
Marquette, MI; Joplin, MO; Cincinnati, OH; and Laramie, WY. She
is proud to have been the Rabbinical Intern at the Community
Synagogue of Port Washington for two years. llana’s thesis
examined historical and modern perspectives on the role of art
in the rabbinate.

LARA BROOKE TESSLER

Lara grew up in Wellington, FL, and is a graduate of Florida State
University with a B.A. in Music. While at HUC-JIR, Lara served

as the Rabbinical Intern at Woodlands Community Temple in
White Plains, NY. During her fourth year at HUC-JIR, she served
as the President of the Student Association on the NY Campus,
building community and supporting students throughout their
studies. Lara is so grateful to her family, friends, and mentors for
their love and support throughout her journey to reaching this
moment of becoming a Rabbi.




SAMANTHA ROSE THAL

Samantha grew up in St. Louis, MO. She earned her BA. in
Educational Studies from Webster University. During her time

at HUC-JIR, Sam served as a Student Rabbi for two years at
Temple Beth Israel in Redding, CA, and Rabbinical Intern for two
years at Congregation Or Ami in Calabasas, CA. She also served
as HaKesher student body President for a year and Treasurer
for a year. For her capstone project, Sam did a text immersion in
Bavli Taanit. In her free time, Sam likes to listen to audiobooks,
play guitar, and juggle.

KELLY NORMA WHITEHEAD

A native New Yorker, Kelly graduated cum laude from American
University. While at HUC-JIR, she received her MA. in Jewish
Nonprofit Management from the Zelikow School. Kelly served
as the Rabbinical Intern at Temple Micah in Washington, D.C.
and at Temple Sinai in Summit, NJ, and on the Union for Reform
Judaism’s Youth Organizing Team, where she created and now
leads the Teen Jews of Color Fellowship. Kelly is a Tisch Fellow,
serves on the board of T'ruah: the Rabbinic Call for Human
Rights, and was selected as one of The Jewish Week’s 36 under
36 for 2021.

PETER ERWIN YOUNG

Peter grew up in Los Angeles, CA. He earned his B.A. in Jewish
Studies from San Diego State University and the MA. in Jewish
Education from the Davidson School at the Jewish Theological
Seminary. During his time in Rabbinical School, Peter served as
the Rabbinical Intern at Temple Israel of the City of New York,
where he will continue as Assistant Rabbi starting in July. Peter
is so grateful to his classmates, professors, mentors, friends, and
family, especially his wife, Cantor Sara Anderson, whose love and
support have vaulted him to the height of this moment.
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DEBBIE FRIEDMAN SCHOOL OF
SACRED MUSIC

CANTORIAL ORDINEES

JOSEPH CLARK FLAXMAN

Joseph is from Succasunna, NJ. He holds degrees in Music
Performance from Manhattan School of Music and SUNY
Fredonia. During his time at HUC-JIR, he worked at Stephen
Wise Free Synagogue in New York City under Cantor Dan Singer,
followed by Congregation Adas Emuno in Leonia, NJ, with Rabbi
Barry Schwartz. At HUC-JIR he was a Tisch/Star fellow under
the leadership of Rabbi Lawrence Hoffman, who instilled in him
a love of liturgy and ritual. Joseph is grateful for the unwavering
support he received from his father, z’l, mother, wife Laura, sons
Elias and Isaiah, and especially Ziggy.

IRIS KARLIN

Iris grew up in Haifa, Israel, where she earned her B.A. in Music
and her Master’s in Education. She continued her graduate
studies in opera at Tel Aviv University, and moved on to singing
with the Israeli Opera. Following her operatic career to the
United States, she performed 27 roles in operas, operettas,
and musical theater. Iris had no idea she would end up being

a Chazzan, nor that she really had a gift in composition. She

is bursting with gratitude for the HUC-JIR mentors, teachers,
family, and friends who have supported and guided her on this
fascinating journey of love.

KEVIN DANIEL MCKENZIE

Proudly from Colorado (‘sko buffs!), Kevin graduated with a B.M.
in Vocal Performance and then attended the Pardes Institute

for Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. While there, he performed

in three musicals, sang with the Great Synagogue Choir, and
soaked in the magic of singing zmirot at Shabbat tables. Kevin
is deeply grateful to have served as the Cantorial Intern for the
Community Synagogue in Port Washington as well as for Temple
Adas Israel in Sag Harbor. He cannot wait to continue his journey
as a Cantor, and asks his DFSSM 24 class, “How does that piece
go again..?”



SHIREL MEITAL GIDEKEL RICHMAN

Shirel was born and raised in Jerusalem, Israel. During her time at
the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music, she served as the
Cantorial Intern at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield, NJ, and Temple
Israel of Staten Island, and was a Song Leader/Educator at
Central Synagogue in New York City. At HUC-JIR Shirel worked
as a Hebrew Language instructor. She earned her Bachelor

of Music at the Buchman-Mehta School of Music at Tel Aviv
University, and her Master’s in Vocal Performance and Advanced
Certificate in Music Education at Brooklyn College. Shirel was a

Musician of Excellence in the Israeli Defense Forces and sang for
the Israeli Opera for several years.

GABRIEL DAVID SNYDER

Gabriel Snyder grew up in a vibrant Reform Jewish family
and Temple Israel (Boston), Temple Beth Elohim (Wellesley),
Eisner Camp, and NFTY became second homes. He
majored in Religious Studies at Skidmore College. While at
HUC-JIR, Gabe served congregations in Great Barrington,
MA, Short Hills, NJ, Georgetown, CT, and Annapolis,

MD, completed CPE at NY Presbyterian Hospital, and
appointed himself “Rosh Morale” of the Kallah Committee.
As a recipient of the Be Wise grant, he co-created
Drinking and Drashing: Torah with a Twist. Gabe is deeply

grateful to his family, friends, teachers, and mentors for
their love and support.

LTJG SONYA ELAYNE (LAYNIE) ZELL

Laynie is a commissioned officer in the United States Navy, with
the rank of Lt. Junior Grade. She is the Navy’s first cantor and
the U.S. military’s first female cantor, and will continue in active
duty service as a Chaplain after Ordination. She has a B.A.

from the College of William & Mary and is a published author of
fantasy under the pen name S.E. Zell. Her final thesis for HUC-
JIR is a fantasy novel steeped in her research into Jewish magic
and pre-Kabbalistic mysticism. She wishes to send her deepest
thanks to the teachers and mentors who got her to this day, but
most especially to her family — without whom, none of this would
be possible.
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ZELIKOW SCHOOL OF JEWISH
NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

MASTER OF ARTS IN
JEWISH NONPROFIT MANAGEMENT

MICKEY RACHEL BENSON

Known for always having a crowded table, Mickey finds
innovative ways to make people feel seen, and help them
uncover joy and nuance through shared experience. Mickey’s dual
studies at HUC-JIR and Hartford International Seminary are an
extension of a commitment to interfaith relationship building.
Mickey'’s personal joys include ritual object-making, movement
chaplaincy, and somatic attachment study.

OLIVIA ESTHER BERNHEIMER

Olivia has always been interested in nonprofits, volunteering at
The Desert Cancer Foundation and with the National Charity
League throughout her adolescence. Her passion has continued
into adulthood, where she either works or volunteers at San
Luis Obispo Hillel, Court Appointed Advocates of San Luis
Obispo, the American Jewish Committee, and Congregation
Beth Shir Shalom. Olivia decided to pursue higher education,
earning a Master’s in Public Administration with a Certification
in Homeland Security and Public Policy from the University

of Southern California, and a Master’s in Jewish Nonprofit

Management from HUC-JIR. For fun, Olivia enjoys wine tasting
and spending time with loved ones, including her cat, Cleopatra.



ABBY SARA GORE

Originally from Los Angeles, Abby lives in Minnesota, where

she is the Youth and Young Adult Engagement Associate at
Mount Zion Temple in Saint Paul. Abby attended Macalester
College, majoring in Religious Studies and minoring in Classics
and Philosophy. While at Macalester, she worked in the college’s
Annual Fund and Advancement offices, taught in Mount Zion's
religious school, and studied abroad in Amsterdam. Abby serves
on the Alumni Board of her high school, Archer School for Girls,
and is a Class Agent for Macalester. Abby feels grateful to have
been able to serve her congregation while pursuing her MAJNM
at the Zelikow School.

TALIA MICHAL ISRAEL

Talia was born and raised in San Diego, CA, and grew up around
fundraising and education due to her parents’ careers. Talia's
childhood and teenage years were spent performing in theatre
productions. Talia studied Theatre at Chapman University,
having graduated in 2022 with a B.A. in Theatre Performance.
Talia has pursued the MAJNM at HUC-JIR's Zelikow School and
a Master’s in Jewish Nonprofit Management and a Master’s

in Public Administration at USC’s Price School. Talia currently
resides in Orange County, CA, with her fiancé and their puppy.
Talia is incredibly grateful for the opportunity to study at the
Zschool.

MICAH VICTOR COHEN SALLUS

Micah is dedicated to building resilient communities through

the use of individual therapy, support groups, and wellbeing
resources. Micah focuses on helping clients gain hope,
acceptance, and self-love through work experience as a program
manager for California’s mental health hotline CalHOPE, leading
Cadlifornia’s first Jewish Cultural mental health support group,
interning as district social worker at Sulphur Springs School
District in Santa Clarita, and as a child therapist intern at Jewish
Family Services of LA's Hope domestic violence shelters.
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BARI ROSE SIGAL

Bari was born and raised in the Chicago suburbs and graduated
from the University of Kansas with a degree in Jewish Studies
and a minor in Business. After volunteering with EMTZA USY
and KU Hillel and going on Birthright Israel with KU Hillel, she
discovered her passion for Jewish nonprofit organizations and
couldn't wait to begin studying Jewish nonprofit management.
Bari enjoys exploring Disney, finding new donut shops, and
spending time with friends and family.

JARED MATTHEW STERN

<

Jared is originally from Philadelphia, PA, and graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Florida Atlantic
University. Jared spends his time in nature and rooting on
Philadelphia sports teams, as well as his alma mater, the FAU
Owls. Jared is passionate about community development and
building bridges across demographics.

MEGAN ELIZABETH STERON

Megan originally planned to graduate in 2021 until needing to
take health leave to address her mental health and an eating
disorder. She is now excited to combine her personal experience
and education in order to work in eating disorder prevention
and trauma mitigation at the organizational level. Megan was
homeschooled and grew up in Rochester, NY. She completed
her B.A. in English Writing and Communicative Sciences and
Disorders in 2015 from Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, IN.
Following that, she moved to Los Angeles and served a year in
the Episcopal Urban Intern Program. Since then, she worked in
various social service positions and volunteered for three years

with Moishe House. She is also graduating from the University of Southern California with
her Master's in Social Work.



MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ORGANIZATIONAL
LEADERSHIP & INNOVATION

JOY LINDA ALLEN

Joy has been working at Temple Beth-El in Great Neck since
2014. During the past few years, she has spent a significant
portion of her time interacting with the temple's families while
focusing on synagogue-wide programming, social-action
initiatives, teen engagement, and students within the school. Joy
is currently a Ruskay Fellow in the Ruskay Institute Cohort, under
the supervision of UJA, and is learning new skills to become a
stronger Jewish communal professional. Joy lives in Long Island,
NY, with her three daughters, husband, and dog.

IRYNA BELSKAIA

A

Iryna got involved in Jewish life right after the iron curtain fell
and Jewish life in the Former Soviet Union began its revival.

She was the first chairperson of the Religious Community
“Menorah” in Grodno. Irina is an author and editor of educational
materials and books for teachers, children, youth, and the whole
family. For several years, she was the director of the Jewish
youth camp in Belarus. Irina was one of those who made the
Center for Progressive Judaism in Minsk into the “informal
Jewish embassy” for the representatives of numerous countries,
nationalities, and faiths.

VIVIEN CLAIRE BRALY

Vivien is the Director of PJ Library Bay Area, a family
engagement program for the San Francisco-based Jewish
Community Federation, which she has led since 2008. She has
developed longstanding partnerships with Bay Area Jewish
organizations and brings fourteen years of experience in
relationship building and programming for families with young
children. From 2006-2012, she served on the Board of Directors
of Congregation Rodef Sholom in San Rafael and currently
serves on the Board of Directors of Shalom Bayit in Berkeley.
She lives in Marin County with her husband, Ruben Arquilevich.
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NICOLE N. ERDFROCHT

Nicole is the Director of Philanthropic Engagement at the
Greater Miami Jewish Federation. She is from Buenos Aires,
Argentina, and has spent most of her life in Miami. Growing

up with both parents working in the Jewish community, Nicole
found herself engaged with the community at a young age. She
graduated with a Bachelors in Event Management from the
University of Central Florida and spent a few years working for
Darden Restaurants before deciding to join the Federation in
2016 as part of the Young Leadership Division team.

EMILY SIMONS

Emily is a passionate Jewish leader who inspires others to
engage with their Jewish values through the gift of philanthropy.
She does this through her work at San Francisco Hillel as the
Associate Director of Community Engagement. Outside of Hillel,
Emily serves on the board of Jewish Learning Works and is a
member of JCRC Bay Area’s Council. She earned her Bachelor's
in Social Work from Temple University. In her free time she is
exploring the breathtaking views of Northern California with her
dogs Pumpkin and Ruthie.

MELINA ADISS|I STERNBERG

Melina is a communications specialist seeking to maximize
her impact as a young female Jewish leader in Latin America.
Melina has a Master’s in Communication and Semiotics from
the Pontifical Catholic University of SGo Paulo (PUC-SP), and
a B.A. in Journalism from Cdsper Libero College. She has held
leadership positions in leading companies in the EdTech market.
In 2015, she co-founded the startup Mira Educacdo. In the
Jewish community, she has served as an activist and educator
at Chazit Hanoar Hadrom Americait, an intern at the Brazilian
Israeli Confederation (the Jewish community representation
on the national level), and a project leader at the Congregacdo

Israelita Paulista (CIP), one of the largest progressive Jewish communities in Latin
America, and the Jewish Agency.



SUMIKO RUIZ ZAYON

SCHOOL
MASTER OF

Sumiko is a Jewish professional and mother of two who is based
in Miami. Formerly the Youth Engagement Director at Temple
Beth Am, Miami, she now serves as the Program Manager,
Community and Jewish Life at the Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA). Originally from Cuba, Sumiko has dedicated
over a decade to the Cuban Jewish community.

OF EDUCATION
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

ELANA BEAME

Elana grew up in Boca Raton, FL. In 2017, she received a Bachelor
of Science degree from Florida Gulf Coast University in Forensic
Studies and Criminal Justice. Prior to her time at HUC-JIR,
Elana spent over 10 years in Jewish Education and Youth
Engagement. Her work in the Jewish community inspired her
return to school to earn her Master of Educational Leadership

in the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at HUC-JIR. During

her two years in the program, Elana served as the Rabbi Emily
Feigenson, z”, Social Justice and Teen Engagement Fellow with
Tzedek America. Elana’s favorite part of being in Los Angeles
was attending tapings of Jeopardy!

REBECCA MARCUS

Rebecca hails from Shaker Heights, Ohio. Having completed her
Master of Educational Leadership, she will continue her studies
at HUC-JIR as a rabbinical student. Becky has spent the past
two years working as the Education Resident at Temple Judea
in Tarzana, CA. She graduated from Brandeis University with

a double major in Education Studies and Near Eastern Judaic
Studies.
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MASTER OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP &
MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH LEARNING

ABRAHAM JULIUS KAPLAN

Avi grew up in Asheville, N.C. She is a graduate summa cum
laude of University of Massachusetts Boston with a B.A. in
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies & Sociology. While at
HUC-JIR, Avi's residencies were at Temple Israel of Hollywood
and Temple Beth Israel of Pomona, the latter of which he served
as the educational program director. Avi has been passionate
about Jewish education, and the myriad of ways in which it

can be done, since middle school, and is excited to receive her
Master of Educational Leadership and Master of Arts in Jewish
Learning from the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at HUC-JIR.

DeLel MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

HILLARY ELIZABETH CHESLER

Hillary grew up in Los Angeles, CA. She graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from University of California,
Berkeley. Hillary has been a teacher at Brawerman Elementary
School for the past 11 years. After one year as an assistant
teacher, she completed the DelLeT Credential program the
following year as a member of DelLeT Cohort 13, and has been a
lead teacher in grades 3, 4, and 5.

ALLISON PAIGE ELBAZ

Allie grew up attending Jewish day school and has a strong
connection to her Judaism and to Israel. Allie graduated from
The Ohio State University with a Bachelor of Arts in Strategic
Communications and a Minor in International Studies. She
began her career teaching at her synagogue’s Hebrew school
and as a special education aide for her local school district.
After completing the DeLeT credential program (Cohort 17) she
taught at Wise School for several years. Allie currently teaches
2nd grade at Brookside Elementary. She loves spending time
with her family, creating graphic designs, and playing with her
goldendoodle Bamba.




GEANNA LEVIN

Geanna grew up in San Diego and currently lives in Los Angeles,
CA. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Art from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She earned her teaching
credential from DeLeT in Cohort 17. She currently is a lead
teacher at Sinai Akiba Academy. Geanna enjoys spending time
in San Diego, especially with her two young nephews.

VALERIA XCARET NEVAREZ

Valeria was born and raised in Los Angeles. She graduated

with a Bachelors in Sociology from California State University,
Northridge in 2018. She started her career in education because
of her love of learning in a recreational setting and enjoys
teaching through play. She previously coordinated high school
after-school programs in Los Angeles and works as a camp
director during the summer. During her credential year in Cohort
21, she was an assistant Kindergarten teacher at Brawerman
West, and is now a 1**-grade teacher at Brawerman.

EDEN PUCHIU

Eden grew up in Calabasas, CA, and is a product of Jewish day
schools, having attended Kadima Day School and deToledo High
School. She went on to earn her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology
from American Jewish University and completed her teaching
credential as a member of DelLeT Cohort 16. Eden went on to
teach Kindergarten and then transitioned to an administrative
role as Director of Admissions at Heschel Day School in
Northridge, CA.
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AMANDA ROSE SABEL

Amanda was born and raised in Los Angeles, CA. After
graduating high school, Amanda attended Santa Monica College
and Butler University before graduating with a Bachelor's Degree
in Liberal Arts from California State University, Northridge. After
completing DeLeT as a member of Cohort 18, she has been
working as a public school teacher for LAUSD. She currently
teaches at Clover Avenue Elementary as a 4™-grade teacher.
Amanda loves spending time with her friends and family.

STEPHANIE BETH SHEARER

Stephanie is from Los Angeles, CA, and graduated from
California State University, Northridge with a Bachelor’'s Degree
in Theatre. Stephanie began her teaching career as a volunteer
English teacher in Israel, followed by working as an assistant
teacher for four years in Los Angeles. After DelLeT (Cohort 18),
she moved to San Francisco to teach at The Brandeis School,
and is now back in Los Angeles teaching kindergarten at
Heschel Day School. Stephanie loves reading and spending time
in nature with her husband, Or, and her dog, Lady.

MADELEINE N. STECKLEY

Madeleine is from San Bruno, CA. She graduated from San
Diego State University with a Bachelor of Arts in History. Maddie
started her teaching career as a camp counselor and summer
teacher, and during college volunteered at a local elementary
school. After college, she was the Director of Youth Engagement
at Peninsula Temple Sholom. Maddie was a member of DelLeT
Cohort 19, where she began working at Wornick Jewish Day
School. She is currently a full-time lead general studies 4t-
grade teacher at Wornick.




CHRISTINE F. WEDNER

Christine grew up in the Bay Area and resides in Laguna

Nigel, CA. Christine earned a B.S. in Psychology/HPER from
Saint Mary’s College of California. Before starting her career

in education, Christine worked for Adobe Systems and Apple

in their Strategic Sales division. Christine found her passion

for education after becoming a parent and volunteering at

her children’s schools. After completing the Delet credential

as a member of Cohort 21, Christine now teaches at Tarbut v’
Torah in Irvine. Christine is deeply grateful to her family, friends,
coworkers, and cohort members for helping her to achieve this

significant life accomplishment.

PINES SCHOOL OF
GRADUATE STUDIES

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN JUDAIC,
HEBRAIC, AND COGNATE STUDIES

STEVEN L. DONNALLY

Steven is originally from east Tennessee. He received his B.A.
from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD and an M.Div.
from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, IL. He would
like to thank his wife, Carolon, and his son, Caleb, for their love,
encouragement, and support throughout this journey.
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DOCTOR OF HEBREW LETTERS

RABBI ISRAEL DAVID OLER

David earned his B.A. (Honours) in Psychology from McGill University;
rabbinical ordination from Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah; Doctor of

Ministry from Andover Newton Theological School; Ph.D. in Psychology
from University of Maryland; Advanced Certificate in Adult
Psychoanalytic Psychotherapy from Chicago Psychoanalytic Institute;
Leadership Certificate in Combatting Antisemitism from Spertus
Institute; and received an honorary D.D. from the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America. He has served as the rabbi of the New Reform
Congregation Kadima, Deerfield, IL, since 2000, and is the immediate
past president of the Chicago Area Reform Rabbis. He is grateful to
beloved wife, Mary, children, and esteemed HUC-JIR faculty.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY IN JUDAIC, HEBRAIC,
AND COGNATE STUDIES

DAVID P. JOHNSON

David earned a Master of Theological Studies from Urshan
Graduate School of Theology and a Bachelor of Science cum laude
in Business Administration with a minor in Chinese Language and
Literature from Oregon State University. He served as Adjunct
Professor in the Christian Ministry department at Urshan College
(2016-2019). David is currently pursuing his Ph.D. in Judaic Hebraic
and Cognate Studies at HUC-JIR with a focus on Jewish, Hebraic,
and Christian Studies in the Greco-Roman period. He resides near
St. Louis, MO, with his wife, ReDana, and four children, Aliya, Meilyn,
Sterlon, and Brielle.

ROBERT THOMAS MURPHY

Thomas earned his B.A. in Bible from Freed-Hardeman University in
Tennessee in 2017. After graduation, he relocated to Springfield, MO,
where his wife, Rachel, pursued her Master’s degree in Occupational
Therapy. During their time in Springfield, Thomas obtained his Master
of Divinity online from Freed-Hardeman (2020) while working full-
time as a minister. Thomas currently serves as the Associate Minister
at Summit Church of Christ in Cold Spring, KY. He and Rachel share
their home with an adorable dog, Penny, and an even more adorable
newborn daughter, Sophia Rose. Besides his studies, Thomas enjoys
time with his family and congregation, exercise, and nature outings.




CHRISTOPHER DUTEIL SLANE

Christopher is an Episcopal priest, professional soccer referee,
ukulele enthusiast, and generally joyful person. But his most
important titles are husband and father. He is married to
Melanie Slane, who is also an Episcopal priest, and they have
two sons, Constantine and Aristotle. He was born and raised in
Hawai'i, where his grandparents moved in 1949, serving Episcopal
churches and starting the largest homeless services shelter in
the islands, The Institute for Human Services. Before coming to
HUC-JIR, he received his M.A. in Classics and Religious Studies
from the University of Nebraska, and his M.Div. from the Virginia
Theological Seminary.

MASTER OF ARTS IN JEWISH STUDIES

JONATHAN EDWARD BECK

Jonathan received his B.A. from Asbury University in 2007 and
his M.Div. and M.A. from Asbury Theological Seminary in 2012,
but HUC-JIR was always where he wanted to study. A native
of Cincinnati, he had many teachers throughout his career who
inspired him to go to HUC-JIR. Bored during the pandemic,
Jonathan took two classes and officially was accepted to
HUC-JIR in 2021. He hopes to pursue doctoral work in Hebrew
Bible. Jonathan thanks his parents and professors for their
constant support during his academic journey.

THOMAS CLAYTON CARROLL

Thomas grew up in central Virginia, where he began his work in
Biblical Studies and Linguistics. During his two years at HUC-JIR
in Cincinnati, Thomas has continued these studies and explored
other fields, including Jewish literature and history, and other
languages: Greek, Aramaic, and Arabic. He has enjoyed working
at the Klau Library as a student worker, curating exhibits,

and co-managing the library’s social media. He also interned

at the Cincinnati Skirball Museum during his first year. After
graduation, Thomas hopes to continue library work and pursue
his interest in the history of the Jewish book.
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DARHLA SHADELL MILES

Darhla is originally from Whitesburg, KY, but has lived in multiple
areas throughout the state, including Louisville, where she
attended the University of Louisville and earned her B.A. in
History. During her undergraduate years, she also studied abroad
in Prague, Czechia, where she attended Karlovy Univerzita for

a semester. After graduating from the University of Louisville
earlier than expected in 2021, she took a short hiatus as a baker.
During this hiatus she converted to Judaism and began to study
Hebrew. She decided to continue her Jewish learning at HUC-JIR
for the MA. in Jewish Studies.

INTERFAITH DOCTOR OF
MINISTRY PROGRAM FOR
EDUCATION IN PASTORAL CARE

JOYCE MIRIAM ROSENBERG

Joyce is a licensed psychoanalyst. She was trained at the
National Psychological Association for Psychoanalysis in New
York City, and has been in practice for over 25 years. She holds
a Juris Doctor degree from Brooklyn Law School and a Bachelor
of Arts from Bernard M. Baruch College. In 2021, she finished a
46-year career in journalism, including 35 years as a business
news writer and editor at The Associated Press. She has written
papers for journals, including The Psychoanalytic Review and
Clio’s Psyche, and has taught and supervised psychoanalytic
students at several institutes in New York City.




ROGER E. JOSEPH PRIZE

The Roger E. Joseph Prize was established by Burton Joseph and Betty Greenberg,
of blessed memory, to honor the memory of their brother, Roger, a man of exceptional
personal courage and passionate devotion to principle and justice. In 1978, the first Joseph
Prize was presented to Victor Kugler, who risked his and his loved ones’ lives to shelter
Anne Frank and her family. For the past 46 years, the Joseph Prize has been presented
to outstanding individuals, organizations, or institutions whose work fulfills the highest
ethical and humanitarian values of our tradition.

The 2024 Roger E. Joseph Prize is presented to
HAND IN HAND
Accepted by Lee Gordon,
Co-Founder ¢ Director of the American Friends of Hand in Hand

Whose mission is to build partnership and mutual respect between Jewish and Arab
citizens in Israel through a growing network of public, bilingual Jewish-Arab schools and
communities throughout the country;

Who are trailblazers in the field of shared education and living, fostering a new generation
of Arabs and Jews, Israelis and Palestinians, who can overcome the separation, fear, and
violence to prove that they can live side by side, as partners and peers;

Who represent a microcosm of shared society through classroom learning, parent-
child activities, civic engagement, lectures and workshops, family gatherings, leadership
seminars, facilitated dialogue sessions, language classes, shared holiday celebrations,
cultural text study, and community gardens that cultivate friendships, mutual trust, and
appreciation, and educate children toward genuine peace;

Who is advancing Israel’s fastest-growing, integrated social movement embodying the
values of equality, pluralism, and multiculturalism, guided by the understanding that
partnership and education are the only way forward, and that together we learn, support,
and live hand in hand.

May 5, 2024 27 Nisan 5784

Our thanks to the Joseph Prize Endowment and the Joseph Family
for their support of Ordination in New York.
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WHAT’S YOUR LEGACY?

You can be part of ensuring that HUC-JIR will continue to drive the ideas and
inspire the leaders shaping our Jewish future. A planned gift will provide essential
and valued resources to benefit the College-Insitute and our Jewish community
for generations to come.

Did you know? Your legacy gift can be directed to:

® Endow faculty chairs and scholarships

® Expand the resources of HUC-JIR's museums, libraries, and the American Jewish Archives
® Help sustain innovative programs

® Create fellowships

® Invest in vital enhancements to our campus facilities

Your legacy gift can be customized to fit your strategic goals and financial planning.

Please perpetuate your values by including HUC-JIR's sacred work in your

estate plan, making a bequest in your Will or Living Trust, or designating

HUC-JIR as a beneficiary of your retirement plan.

To learn more, please contact Anat Becker, National Director of Legacy Giving,

5 at abecker@huc.edu or (212) 824-2228 or visit huc.edu/plannedgiving


https://huc.edu/plannedgiving
mailto:abecker@huc.edu

“HUC-JIR's mission of leadership education is the
most powerful force to strengthen our Jewish future.”

— David B. Edelson, Chair, Board of Governors

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Now, more than ever, our world needs highly trained, innovative Jewish leaders
who will shape the future of Reform Judaism. Scholarship gifts make it possible
for HUC-JIR students to receive a world-class education and turn their love of

Judaism into a career.

Your gift to a scholarship fund 99% of our students rely on scholarships, totaling
more than $5 million each year, which enable

them to pursue their passion of leading, teaching,
more accessible. inspiring and sharing Jewish heritage.

makes these educational journeys

To learn more, contact Melissa Greenberg, Vice President for Institutional Advancement and
Chief Philanthropy Officer, at greenberg@huc.edu or (212) 824-2211 or visit huc.edu/scholarships 53
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Dear Ordinees, Graduates, and Honorees of the Class of 2024 |/ 5784,

On behalf of the Board of Governors, | am honored to express our heartfelt congratulations
to each of you on reaching this important milestone. We are proud of your achievements and
inspired by your aspirations to serve as leaders of the Jewish people and the larger world.

Our world is woefully in need of wise, empathetic, and ethical leaders. We are heartened by
your commitment to fill this need and make our world a better place.

Your studies at our Rabbinical School, Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music, Zelikow School
of Jewish Nonprofit Management, School of Education, Pines School of Graduate Studies, and
Interfaith Doctor of Ministry Program have prepared you to face the many challenges of our
times with initiative, creativity, and purpose.

You now carry the spirit of the College-Institute with you as you apply all you have learned to
building and engaging vibrant communities that will sustain and transmit the values of our
tradition into the future. May you continue to be inspired by the guidance of your teachers, the
friendship of your classmates and colleagues, and the support of your loved ones.

And may you find insight and encouragement from the exemplary HUC-JIR alumni and honorees
recognized at these convocations, individuals who model careers and lives of purpose through
their extraordinary contributions to the wellbeing of the Jewish people and humankind.

We wish you much fulfillment and joy in the years ahead, and may your sacred work and noble
ideals bring hope, healing, and peace to our world.

Mazal Tov!

Q) 5H

David B. Edelson
Chair, Board of Governors
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Dear Ordinees and Graduates of the Class of 2024/5784,

On behalf of the Boards of Advisors in North America, we offer our heartfelt congratulations to
you upon achieving this milestone in your education and professional life. We hope your time at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion has been meaningful and satisfying.

And let us similarly extend our congratulations to your support team of family members and
friends.

Additionally, we thank our distinguished faculty and administrators for guiding you along your
journey. Their dedication and commitment to HUC is something to recognize and praise as we
celebrate your accomplishments.

Your time at HUC has been marked by a series of unprecedented challenges. None of us had
previously experienced a pandemic. Likewise, October 7 and the subsequent outpouring of
antisemitism has presented an environment unbeknownst to us. You have successfully navigated
these challenges while furthering your education, deepening your values, and finding new sources
of strength and perseverance.

Most of you will pursue careers as leaders of the Jewish people. Whether as a rabbi, cantor,
educator, scholar, or Jewish nonprofit professional, we know you will bring your wisdom, character,
and creativity to whatever you do. You will forever be connected with HUC as part of the HUC
family. We encourage you to be active alumni and to participate often in the various activities
available for you as alumni.

May your lives serve as a blessing to the Jewish people as you go forward in the sacred work you
are about to perform. May you go from strength to strength.

Mazal tov,
Ce, WA Hone ; PR L
-_)'-I
Cary Davidson Marcy R. Harris Ed Septimus
Chair, Western Region Chair, Eastern Region Chair, Central Region
Board of Advisors Board of Advisors Board of Advisors
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Dear Rabbis, Cantors and Graduates of 2024,

It is with great honor and pleasure that | greet you and congratulate you and your families today
on behalf of the Jerusalem Board of Advisors, from the Jerusalem campus of our beloved college.

You are graduating and being ordained in a world far more troubled, and even transformed,
than the one you knew when you began your journey at the College. Beginning with the Covid
pandemic, continuing into the struggle for democracy in Israel, and finally with the October 7t
atrocities and the war in Gaza and in the north of Israel.

The events of the last year in Israel, which also significantly affected world Jewry, face us all with
more challenges and responsibility. Our identities both as Jews and as liberal and progressive
human beings are under attack. We need your leadership to take us through these troubled times,
and we believe that as HUC-JIR graduates you are as prepared as one can be, for this task.

One positive outcome of these last tragic months is the stronger sense of Jewish shared fate
and the tie between Israel and world Jewry. Using the terminology of Rabbi Soloveitchik, | urge
you to seize this opportunity and transform this sentiment of unity from a covenant of fate, to a
covenant of destiny.

Many of you spent your first year at HUC here in Israel, some participated in the Zelikow School
Israel Seminar or in the Pines School Summer-in Israel program. You have all been studying and
experiencing the notion of 7K' 77> | am certain these have laid the foundations for each of you
to build your individual path in fulfilling this sacred task.

Despite the many challenges, we hope to see you back in the Jerusalem campus, as often as
possible. We will do our best to ensure you continue to feel at home in Israel, and work together to
create a democratic, tolerant, pluralistic and peaceful society. Let us pray together, in the words
from Psalms 122:

¢ Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; may they prosper that love thee. .3120K 1"7¢' ;07¢N! Di7Y ARG !
7 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. .'nimxa 7Y ;77'n2 Divy-nn *
& For my brethren and companions’ sakes, | will now say: .32 Di7¢ X3-NN2TX -'WI ‘DX |yn? ™

Peace be within thee’

1210 1N

Lr/

Yaron Horovitz
Chair of the Israel Board of Advisors
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DEFINING THE PATH TOGETHER

Rabbi Rick Jacobs

President

April/May 2024
Nisan/Iyar 5784

Dear HUC-JIR Class of 2024,

At this precarious and pivotal moment in Jewish history, you are taking your place as leaders of our Reform Movement
150 years after Isaac Mayer Wise founded the UAHC, now the UR]J. It may feel overwhelming, but we see in you a new
generation of inspired Jewish leaders ready to lead our people.

We doubt that the founders of the UR] imagined that in 150 years we’d be facing such a frightening wave of anti-Jewish
hate, or that October 7t would still be sending shudders through the global Jewish community, but here you are — ready
to lead with courage and wisdom, defeating and diffusing the impact of such hate.

We're still here, 150 years later, because previous generations knew that being Reform meant being willing to change,
adapt, and even transform. Rabbi Schindler changed the trajectory of Jewish life by embracing interfaith families, Jewish
children by patrilineal descent, and LGBTQIA+ Jews. Change is in our DNA.

Nearly all our Reform Jewish communities announce that they are warm and welcoming, but we are not yet all we can
and must be when it comes to embodying vibrant communities of belonging that practice a Torah of radical inclusion.
Just ask a Jew of Color, transgender teenager, Muslim-Jewish interfaith couple, politically conservative Reform Jew, or
extremely progressive Zionist whether they feel like they truly belong in our midst. Think diversity and inclusion are
yesterday’s imperatives? Think again.

Don’t panic, you have what is needed: curiosity, backbone, kindness, and wisdom.

Class of 5784, resist being caretakers of the status quo. Bring Torah to every burning issue. As part of this Movement of
change and growth, make the Jewish world your greenhouse for bold experimentation as you find new ways to help
people live lives of kedushah, tzedek, and chesed.

We look forward to being your partners in shaping the world as it ought to be.

With abundant blessings,

Rabbi Rick Jacobs Shelley Niceley Groff
President Chair

633 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10017-6778

212.650.4000 | urj@urj.org | URJ.org
Knowledge Network: 855.URJ.1800 | urj1800@urj.org
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS

Dear Colleagues,

With the greatest joy, we offer wishes of mazal tov to you on your ordination as a rabbi, even as
we also warmly embrace you as a member of the Central Conference of American Rabbis! You
will bring your own unique talents and gifts to our people, advance the ideals and ideas of our
faith, and serve in an unbroken chain of tradition of rabbinic leadership that shapes, molds, chal-
lenges and comforts the Jewish people to be ever vital and responsive to changing times. Today,
with your ordination and the promise you bring to Jewish life in whatever rabbinic path of lead-
ership you follow, you begin your part of fulfilling the vision imagined by those who shaped the
Reform rabbinate and the Reform Movement.

At the Central Conference of American Rabbis, we are here to help you nurture your own rabbinic
growth, to provide a trusting sense of community, to support you in your professional develop-
ment, and to enable you to gather with colleagues who care for each other. We look forward to
being here for you in the decades to come, to help you, teach you, learn from you, and together
share the joys and the challenges of life as a rabbi. As you join us today, we warmly welcome you
to our embrace as a caring rabbinic community.

We also offer wishes of mazal tov to your family who celebrates with you, having supported you
in your journey of studies through the years, sacrificed for you, and cared for you. Your ordination
is an achievement shared with them, and we offer our appreciation for the continued support and
nurturing that they will offer to you in your rabbinate.

Most of all, as you become a rabbi on this day, and as we welcome you to the Central Conference
of American Rabbis, we pray that today begins a lifetime of meaning and fulfillment in the rab-
binate, filled with achievement and with much joy!

Mazal tov!
6uw um\Q. Whon _
Rabbi Erica Asch Rabbi Hara Person
President Chief Executive
CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN RABBIS
355 Lexington Avenue | New York, New York, 10017 | tel 212.972.3636 | fax 212.692.0819 | www.ccarnst.org
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AMERICAN CONFERENCE Qf‘CANTORS
Sacred music. Spiritual leadership. Jewish life.

It is my greatest pleasure to welcome you as our newest colleague to the American
Conference of Cantors! You have worked hard. You have accomplished and learned much.
You have earned your place to not only be called “a sweet singer of Israel,” but to be the
arbiter and carrier of our tradition forward into the future.

You have embraced a commitment to Jewish music, Jewish learning, and Jewish leadership.
You have demonstrated great acumen, resolve, determination, and allowed your neshama -
soul, to shine with the light of the Holy One.

Your colleagues in the American Conference of Cantors take great pride in your
accomplishment and celebrate your ordination with you today from near and far! We
congratulate you on completing the journey of formally learning at our beloved Debbie
Friedman School of Sacred Music and offer our sincerest wishes of hatzlacha - success, in
your endeavors in our esteemed profession. We will now turn to you, our newest
colleagues, for your originality and ideas in how we as the professional organization for the
Reform cantorate can always be at the cutting-edge of best practices and innovation in our
field.

We embrace your willingness to you bring spirituality and connectedness to God to those
whom you serve. The American Conference of Cantors stands beside you as together we
offer support and care, as well as opportunities for more learning and service to the
cantorate, our communities, and each other.

We pray that you, your families, and those who have accompanied you on your path to
today are blessed with satisfaction, joy, and wholeness.

R AR T8 M Ty 0PI

This is the day that GOD has made - let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Psalm 118:24

Mazal tov!

St Wt

Cantor Seth Warner
President

1375 Remington Road, Suite M | Schaumburg, IL 60173-4844
T847.781.7800 | F847.781.7801 | www.accantors.org

The American Conference of Cantors is a 501c3 organization. An Affiliate of the Union for Reform judaism
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Th Y
Association of
Reform Jewish Educators

Since 1955

PRESIDENT Spring 2024
Rably Joseph Fiduson, RIE
joegireformeducators.org

= o : Dear Distinguished Graduates and Ordinees,
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Stacy Rosenthal, RIE

stacy@refmmmeducators.org In Brachot 17b we read:

VICE-FRESIDENT FOR FINANCE May you live to see your world fulfilled, May your destiny be for worlds still to
sy Dl IR come, And may you trust in generations past and yet to be. May your heart be
nisavhal 1920 Eemail oo . . . o . . .. .
ik elBER g fam filled with intuition and your words be filled with insight. May songs of praise

PAST PRESIDENT ever be upon your tongue and your vision be on a straight path before you. May

Marisa Kaiser, RIE your eyes shine with the light of holy words and your face reflect the brightness
mkalseréstemplesinuiatlanta.org of the heavens. May your lips speak wisdom and your fulfillment be in

righteousness even as you ever yearn to hear the words of the Holy Ancient One
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR of Old.

Rabbi stacy Rigler, BJE
srigler@reformeducatars.org

212-452-651%

- Translated by Lawrence Kushner

In this blessing, said when leaving the House of Study, we find the hopes and
EAECUTIVE RIRECTOR EMERTTUS - dreams of Jewish professional life. As the Association of Reform Jewish
Rabbi Stanley T. Schickler, R[E Educators, we hope that learning and teaching are always at the center of your
work and serve as an inspiration.

As the professional organization of everyone who supervises learning, adult,
family, and child, formal and informal, we are here for you. The ARJE brings
together Reform Jewish educational leaders who aspire to live out their sacred
calling with passion, dedication, and a commitment to Jewish values and ideals.
ARJE members enrich lives by challenging minds, nurturing souls, and
strengthening one another.

We look forward to supporting you in your career trajectory and hope that you

will formally affiliate with us. May you go from strength to strength. We are so
proud to celebrate you, our future, and to see how you will shape our world.

pily 4 foa

Rabbi Stacy Rigler, RJE Rabbi Joe Eiduson, RJE
ARJE Executive Director ARJE President
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Dear HUC-JIR Class of 2024,

On behalf of Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ), we wish you all a hearty mazal tov as you embark on a new phase of your
professional journey. We know that you will add your unique skills and talents to serve with distinction and integrity.

This is both a challenging and exciting time to lead the Jewish community. We know that you will guide our community wisely

into the future.

WRIJ has been a proud supporter of HUC-JIR since we were founded in 1913. Please know that WRJ women are here to support
you throughout your career and your leadership journey.

May you go from strength to strength,

A B

J

Sara B. Charney Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch
President Executive Director
212.650.4050 633 Third Avenue, Tth floor, New York, NY 10017 | infod@wrl.ara Wrj.org
MEN OF
REFORM
JUDAISM
Dear Class of 2024

On behalf of Men of Reform Judaism, Mazel Tov. You are about to begin a new chapter and
start on a new journey, but not alone, you will be accompanied by rabbis and cantors who
preceded you,

Antisemitism, pandemics, hate crimes, terrorist attacks, mass shootings, weaponizing of
sexuval violence and other atrocities we would not have imagined humanity was capable of,
have become part of the challenges you have faced. It is now your turn to guide and lead a
community through these challenges.

Men of Reform Judaism supports the Reform Movement.
MRJ supports HUC-JIR. MRJ supports you.

Vi

immeélstein - President ecutive Director
Men of Reform Judaism is that place where intel vision, matter, and spirit meet. It is this
place because our members recognize their obligation to our Jewish heritage and values.

61



62

HEBREW
UNION
COLLEGE
JEWISH ALUMNI
INSTITUTE LEADERSHIP
OF RELIGION | COUNCIL

DEAR GRADUATES,

Allow me to join the chorus of mazel tovs! You've heard congratulations from the professional
organization you're joining. | hope you will find many years of fulfillment and support from these
lifelong colleagues.

The Alumni Leadership Council is slightly different. We're the umbrella organization of all of HUC's
alumni associations, and we also serve as the primary liaison between the College-Institute and
alumni. We take a OneHUC approach to alumni affairs, making the most of the diversity of our
thousands of alumni across all five programs.

The Alumni Leadership Council serves two main purposes. First, we strive to strengthen the
ongoing connection between HUC and alumni. Primarily through efforts of continued learning
(in-person and online), we make the most of HUC’s vast academic resources to continually
enrich alumni’s professional lives. Second, we channel the talents and interests of alumni toward
supporting and improving HUC. The ALC stands as a traffic guide on a two-way street, helping
HUC and its alumni mutually enrich one another.

Please consider the ALC your point of contact if you have offers or suggestions about your
ongoing relationship with the College-Institute. And please answer the call when we reach out
with requests for help in recruitment, development, and community building! Across school,
across campus, across the world —HUC's alumni make a difference in the lives of one another and
the communities we serve.

May your professional journey lead you from strength to strength, fortified with the wisdom and
generosity of colleagues near and far.

Mazel tov!

=l
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Daniel Kirzane, Alumni Leadership Council Chair
School of Education 2012, Rabbinical School 2014



HUC-JIR GLOBAL AND
CULTURAL TREASURES

HUC-JIR is not only North America’s premier institution of Jewish higher education,
we also are home to some of the most important scholarly publications and cultural
and historic artifacts in the world.

Beyond serving our faculty and students, our
libraries are open to visiting researchers and
local residents who greatly benefit from access
to our world-renowned collections.

Visit us at the Klau Library on the Cincinnati
campus, the Klau Library in New York, the
Frances-Henry Library in Los Angeles, or the
g ‘ Abramov Library in Jerusalem.
«a--;

Our museums are the visual extension
of the spiritual, cultural, and educational life
of the College-Institute.

Experience the incredible art at the Dr.
Bernard Heller Museum in New York, Jack H.
Skirball Campus Exhibitions in Los Angeles,
Skirball Museum in Cincinnati, or Skirball
Museum of Biblical Archaeology in Jerusalem.

The American Jewish Archives is the largest
free-standing repository dedicated solely to
the study of the American Jewish experience.
It contains more than 15 million pages of
documents, audio-visual recordings, microfilm,
and photographic images.



https://americanjewisharchives.org
https://huc.edu/museums
https://huc.edu/libraries
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WILL YOU BE IN ISRAEL?

HUC-JIR’s Taube Family Campus is your home away from home.

We hope you will spend time with us during your next visit to Israel,

to gain insight into the impact of Reform Judaism in Israel. Our
resourceful team can help deepen your experience with history,
tradition, and ritual. We look forward to seeing you on campus, and
hope you will take advantage of the many opportunities for connection:

® Host and facilitate B'NEI MITZVAH
and other life cycle ceremonies

® Private and group with our
renowned professors and teaching staff

° of our historic campus
in Jerusalem

® PRIVATE PRAYER SESSIONS which can
be self-led, or coordinated with one
of the rabbis on our roster

® HEBREW CLASSES for various levels
of proficiency

° during
the summer that welcome the public

® Pre-coordinated TOURS of the museum
and archeological laboratories

® PASTORAL COUNSELING PROGRAM
in Hebrew

For more information or to
connect with our team, contact
us at jerusalem@huc.edu

or call +972-2-623-3330



mailto:jerusalem@huc.edu

/ Board of Governors 5784
Academic Year 2023-24

David B. Edelson, Chair
Matthew Louchheim, Vice Chair
Kenneth Gilman, Treasurer
Cary Davidson, Secretary
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D., President
Rabbi Erica Asch

Susan C. Bass

Patty Beck

Rabbi Peter Berg

Debbie Tuttle Berkowitz
Rabbi Leah Citrin

Martin Cohen

Miriam Daniel

Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson
Liz Dunst

Chip Fagadau

Steven J. Fishman

Joy G. Greenberg

Michael Halpern

Marcy R. Harris

Sue Neuman Hochberg
Yaron Horovitz

Rabbi Rick Jacobs
Jennifer Kaufman
Rabbi Daniel Kirzane
Rabbi Alan Litwak
Rachel Margolis, RJE
Daryl Messinger
Robert Millstone
Kevin S. Penn

Rabbi Amy R. Perlin
Steve Pruzan

Julie Raskind
Cantor Sarah J. Sager
Joshua Schechter
Edward J. Septimus
Mitchell Shames
Rabbi Zachary Shapiro
Carole Sterling
Rabbi David E. Stern
Bonnie Tisch

Rabbi Daniel Weiner
Marcie Zelikow
Rabbi Wendy Zierler
Mark Zilbermann

GOVERNORS EMERITI
Howard Bernstein
Mark C. Biderman
Robert M. Blatt

Irwin Engelman
Barbara Friedman
Rabbi David Gelfand
Jay Geller

Stanley Gold

John Golden

Allan Goldman
Robin Harvey
Robert Heller

Karen Hoguet

Peter Joseph

Rabbi Lewis Kamrass
Frederic S. Lane
Burton Lehman
Stuart M. Matlins
Marjorie Miller
Anthony Montag
Joan Pines

Ken Ruby

Stephen Sacks
Elizabeth H. Scheuer
Joan Seidel

Rabbi Barton Shallat
Jerome Somers
Donald J. Stone
Peter J. Weidhorn
Bill Weprin

Rabbi Irwin Zeplowitz
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/ Boards of Advisors 5784
Academic Year 2023-24

/ Central Region Board of Advisors

Edward J. Septimus, Chair

Richard L. Wasserman, M.D,,
Ph.D., Vice Chair

David L. Bearman, Esq.

Katherine F. Claybon

Alexander A. Harris

Daniel J. Hoffheimer
Douglas H. Hoffman
Joseph B. Pereles
Joan Pines

Joseph Pryzant
Stefanie Schneidler

/ Eastern Region Board of Advisors

Marcy R. Harris, Chair
Miriam Caslow

Mark B. Eisenberg
Laura G. Fisher
Margaret Flax

Phyllis H. Freedman
Amy S. Goldberger

/ Israel Board of Advisors

Yaron Horovitz, Chair
Hamoutal Gouri

Ronen Keler

Steven B. Gruber
Cathy S. Heller
Andrew Joskow
Morris L. Kramer, Esq.
Richard A. Krantz
John S. Pachter
Debbie J. Palmer

Gil Lainer
Yair Lootsteen

Reuven Marko

/Western Region Board of Advisors

Cary Davidson, Chair

Harold Reichwald, Vice Chair

Leona Aronoff-Sadacca
Lynette Austin

Paul A. Beck

Rabbi Stanley Davids
Judith Farber Weissman
Steven J. Fishman

Jay H. Geller

Rochelle Ginsburg
Bernie Goler

Michael Halpern

Honorable Dean H. Hansell
Sue Neuman Hochberg
Matthew Louchheim
Rabbi Amy R. Perlin
Rick Powell

Steven R. Pruzan

Joan Seidel

Rabbi Zachary Shapiro
Steven Weinstein
Marcie Zelikow
Marshall S. Zolla

Karen S. Sim
Sherrie Singer
Vivian Singer
Ann R. Wenger
Mauri J. Willis

Margery Rosenberg
Betsy S. Stone

Ellen H. Sunness

EMERITI
Sam Simon
Audrey Y. Zucker

Rabbi Orna Pilz
Rabbi Ayala Samuels

EMERITI

Mindy Berns
Howard Bernstein
Roberta Cohn
Rhea Coskey

Buff Brazy Given
Allan Goldman
Martin Kozberg
Peachy Levy
Suzanne Marks
Edward Meltzer, Jr.
Michael Nissenson
Kenneth Ruby
Alan Zeichick



/ President’s Cabinet

President
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D.

Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Provost
Rabbi Andrea Weiss, Ph.D.

Vice President of Academic Resources
Joshua Holo, Ph.D.

Dean, Cincinnati
Rabbi Jonathan L. Hecht, Ph.D.

Dean, Jerusalem
Nachman Shai, Ph.D.

Dean, Los Angeles
Rabbi Joshua Garroway, Ph.D,, Interim

Dean, New York
Rabbi David Adelson, D.Min.

Vice President of Finance; Chief Financial Officer
Amy Goldberg

Vice President for Institutional Advancement;
Chief Philanthropy Officer
Melissa Greenberg

Vice President of Strategic Initiatives;
Chief of Staff
Jessica Silver

Assistant Vice President, Finance; Controller
Michelle Slocum

Global Director of Human Resources
Nicole Jones

Chief Financial Officer and Human Resources
Director, Jerusalem
Einav Lahav

Senior Director of Office of Recruitment
and Admissions
Rabbi Adam Allenberg, MAJE

Assistant Vice President of
Marketing and Communications
Patricia Keim

/Academic Leadership
Vice Provost
Sarah Bunin Benor, Ph.D.

Vice Provost for Educational Strategy
Miriam Heller Stern, Ph.D.

Rabbinical School; Rabbinical Program, Los Angeles

Rabbi Dvora E. Weisberg, Ph.D.

Rabbinical Program, New York
Rabbi Lisa Grant, Ph.D.

Rabbinical Program, Cincinnati
Rabbi Jonathan Hecht, Ph.D.

Israel Rabbinical Program
Rabbi Talia Avnon-Benveniste

Year-In-Israel Program
Rabbi Reuven Greenvald

Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music
Cantor Jill Abramson

School of Education
Miriam Heller Stern, Ph.D.

Zelikow School of Jewish Nonprofit Management
Rabbi Shirley Idelson, Ph.D.

Pines School of Graduate Studies
Rabbi Richard Sarason, Ph.D.

Interfaith Doctor of Ministry in Clinical Education
for Pastoral Ministry Program
Jennifer R. Harper, M.Div.

Louchheim School for Judaic Studies
Leah Hochman, Ph.D.

Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the
American Jewish Archives
Dana Herman, Ph.D.

Libraries
Jordan Finken, Ph.D.

This publication was produced by:

Jean Bloch Rosensaft, Senior Advisor to the President; Director, Dr. Bernard Heller Museum

67



HUC-JIR in the Berkshires

A Weekend of Jewish Ideas
Save the Date: July 25 - 28, 2024

Join Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion in the Berkshires for engaging programs
with local Reform synagogues, community
partners, and cultural institutions on and around
Shabbat, including:

» Timely discussions on Jewish life and hope in
our contemporary world

* Enriching Torah study, book talks, workshops,
and exhibitions

* Inspiring prayer, song and community
gatherings throughout Shabbat

* Restorative outdoor experiences involving
music, study, and meditation

» Unique experiences at cultural institutions
including Tanglewood

» One-of-a-kind learning opportunities with
HUC-JIR faculty, senior leadership, and recent
alumni who are innovators of Jewish life
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Featuring

Best-selling Israeli author

and award-winning filmmaker
Etgar Keret in conversation with
Rabbi Wendy Zierler, Ph.D.

Learn more at huc.edu/berkshires
Questions: email events@huc.edu

In collaboration with the Hevreh of
Southern Berkshire and Temple Anshe
Amunim, and a growing list of community
partners and organizations.
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mailto:events@huc.edu
https://huc.edu/berkshires




Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion is North America’s
premier institution of Jewish higher education and the center for
professional leadership development of Reform Judaism. A multi-
campus academic and spiritual learning community in Cincinnati,
Jerusalem, Los Angeles, and New York, HUC-JIR builds vibrant
progressive Judaism in North America, Israel, and around the globe.

www.huc.edu
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Connect With Us

n y m www.huc.edu

CINCINNATI JERUSALEM LOS ANGELES NEW YORK
3101 Clifton Avenue Taube Family Campus Jack H. Skirball Campus Brookdale Center
Cincinnati, OH 45220-2404 13 King David Street 3077 University Avenue One West Fourth Street

Jerusalem, Israel 94101 Los Angeles, CA 90007-3796 New York, NY 10012-1186
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