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Professional Experience

As a Congregational Rabbi:

2002-2012


Rabbi for Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and occasional Sabbaths and life-cycle events, Beth Am, The People’s Temple, New York, NY 
1984-2000                           Rabbi, Beth Am, The People's Temple, New York, NY 
As a Lecturer at the Hebrew Union College- Jewish Institute of Religion, NY:

2013-’14, 2015- ’16

Lecturer on Liturgy, the Cantorial Certification Program of the School of Sacred Music
1985- the present   

Lecturer on Liturgy, the School of Sacred Music 
1988- the present

Lecturer on Homiletics, the Rabbinic School 
1987, 2010, 2021              
Lecturer on Liturgy, the Rabbinic School

1986-99           


Chapel Advisor, the Rabbinic School 

1985, 87          


Lecturer on Philosophy and Theology, the Rabbinic School

1986, 87          


Lecturer on Liturgy, the Institute for Synagogue Musicians, 





the School of Sacred Music and the School of Education

As a Visiting Instructor:

June, 2014


Visiting Scholar in Liturgy and Homiletics, Levisson Institute, 





Amsterdam
July, 2010


Distanced-learning Instructor in Homiletics for Leo Baeck College, London

April 10, 2005


Co-Organizer, museum exhibit designer and panelist for “God Created them Male and Female and every combination in between. An Afternoon of Discovery and Deliberation about gender identity, intersexuality and transsexuality: implications for us as individuals and as members of CBST” sponsored by the Lehrhaus Judaica of Congregation Beth Simchat Torah, New York, NY

Feb. 11, 2003


Organizer and panelist for the “Symposium on Gender Identity, the Intersexed and Transsexuals: An Introduction to Religious, Legal and Policy Issues,” the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Wyncote, PA

Feb. 12, 2002


Organizer and panelist for the “Symposium on Gender Identity, the Intersexed and Transsexuals: An Introduction to Religious, Legal and Policy Issues,” the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, NY

Jan., Feb. 1995


Curriculum designer and conference coordinator for "Lay Involvement in Liturgical Change," a project of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, the Lilly Endowment and the Nathan Cummings Foundation

March 26-30, '93  

Instructor, with Christine Smith, Ph.D., "Play and Passion in Preaching," Auburn Seminary, New York, NY 

Jan. & March, 1990      

Subject Matter Expert, with Catholic and Protestant co-leaders, for "Worship and the Worshiping Community," two four-day-long Professional Development Training Courses, The Chaplain Corps, United States Navy, Jacksonville, FL and Norfolk, VA

July & Aug., 1990-‘94  

Lecturer on High Holiday Liturgy, UAHC Rabbinic Aide Program, Kutz Camp Institute

As Editor or Reviewer:

Spring, 2003


Editor of Listening For the Oboe, a Collection of Drashot in Honor of Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum’s Tenth Anniversary as Spiritual Leader of Congregation Beth Simchat Torah, CBST, 2005 (This was an un-paid, labor of love.)
1984 – ’85         

Assistant Editor, Sh'ma: A Journal of Jewish Responsibility

1982 – ’83         

Assistant to the Editor, Sh'ma: A Journal of Jewish Responsibility
1979 – ’80         

Freelance reviewer of Jewish books for Kirkus Reviews
Education

1984



Rabbinic Ordination, Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, New York, NY
1983



M.A.H.L., Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion, New 




York, NY
1978              


A.B. with Honors in Religious Studies, Brown University, Providence, RI
Honors

2009


Awarded honorary Doctor of Divinity by Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of Religion

2003


MMW’s article, “Oops! I shouldn’t say this…Or Should I?” included in Best Jewish Writing 2003, Edited by Arthur Kurzweil, Jossey-Bass, 2003

2000


Named "Rabbi Emerita" by Beth Am, The People's Temple, New York, NY

1991              

First Place Winner in the Doctrinal/Theological category of the Fifth Annual Best Sermons Competition, Harper Collins Publishers

1991


Winner of the UAHC’s Irving Fein Award, with Beth Am, The People’s Temple, for their coalition building between Jews and Latinos in Washington Heights




1983


The Samuel and Hortense Berlin Scholarship in Human Relations, HUC – JIR

1983


The Rabbi Samuel J. Levenson Prize in Religion and the Humanities, HUC – JIR

1982              

The Alexander Kohut Memorial Prize in Talmud, HUC – JIR

1981


The Benjamin and Molly Borowitz Prize in Jewish Religious Thought, HUC JIR
In the News

“Push Within Religions for Gay Marriage Gets Little Attention,” by Samuel G. Freedman, The New York Times, July 24, 2015
“Experience Necessary: A Rabbi Whose God is a Loving and Long-Suffering Mother,” by Ralph Blumenthal, The New York Times, August 31, 2009

“5 Sermons No One Slept Through: Excerpts from Memorable 20th Century High Holiday Sermons,” by Marc Saperstein, Reform Judaism, Fall, 2000

“45 for Tomorrow: A new generation of young leaders to take the NY Jewish Community into the 21st century,” New York Jewish Week, January 20, 1995

“Long on Vision: In her 10 years there, Rabbi Margaret Moers Wenig has transformed congregation Beth Am in Washington Heights,” New York Jewish Week, June 17-23, 1994
Professional Affiliations and Committee Membership 

December, 2015 – 
President, the Academy of Homiletics

March, 2016

2015


First Vice President, the Academy of Homiletics

2014


Second Vice President, the Academy of Homiletics
2011 - 2013

At Large Member of the Executive Committee of the Academy of Homiletics

1990 – present

Member, the Academy of Homiletics
1988 - 1999

Member of the “Teaching Feminist Liturgy” study group of the North American Academy of Liturgy

1986 – 1990

Member of the Ad Hoc Committee on Homosexuality and the Rabbinate of the Central Conference of American Rabbis

1985 – 1987

Member of the Resolutions Committee of the Central Conference of American Rabbis

Volunteer Work

Summer, 2016

Gardener, Ft Greene Park, Brooklyn (One morning a week)
2011 – 2019

Teaching Assistant in a first grade class at P.S. 307, Brooklyn, NY (One day 




a week during the school year)

2007 - 2011

Adult literacy teacher, Literacy Partners, New York, NY (Three hours per week.)

1985 – 1993

I served in numerous pastoral, liturgical and educational roles to support people 



with AIDS, including appearing, on February 11th, 1988, in ABC’s day-time soap 


opera, “All My 
Children,” as one of four members of the Interfaith Pastoral Care 


Resource Center, playing ourselves.
1985- 1993
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