
President (Ret.) of the Supreme Court, Justice Esther Hayut – Over 33 Years on the Bench 

 
Esther (Esti) Hayut, née Avni, was born on October 16, 1953. She served as President of the 

Supreme Court of Israel from 2017 until reaching the age of 70. 

 

President Hayut was born in the Shubaki Maabara  to Holocaust survivor parents: her father was 

a survivor of Auschwitz, and her mother survived the Transnistria Ghetto. Her parents divorced 

when she was about a year and a half old, and her father immigrated to England. Hayut was 

raised as an only child in the home of her grandparents in the Neve Amal neighbourhood of 

Herzliya. She attended the A. D. Gordon Elementary School and the municipal high school in 

Herzliya. 

 

At age 17, she moved with her mother (who had remarried) to Eilat, where she completed her 

high school studies at the city’s comprehensive school. In 1971, she enlisted in the Israel 

Defence Forces and served in the Central Command Entertainment Troupe, alongside Dorit 

Reuveni, Eli Gorenstein, Uzi Hitman, and Ronit Ofir. 

 

After completing her military service, Hayut studied law at Tel Aviv University. During her 

studies, she worked as a librarian at the law firm Zadok & Co. Between 1976 and 1978, she 

interned at the same firm under the supervision of Adv. Haim Zadok, former Minister of Justice. 

She then continued working at the firm as an associate attorney until 1985, focusing mainly on 

corporate and commercial law. Later, she practiced as an independent lawyer in a joint law office 

with her husband, Adv. David Hayut, specializing in commercial and tort law. 

 

President Hayut served as a judge for over 33 years, presiding in all levels of the judiciary. In 

March 1990, she was appointed as a judge of the Tel Aviv–Jaffa Magistrate’s Court, beginning 

her judicial career in the court for local affairs. After about six years, in October 1996, she began 

serving as an acting judge on the Tel Aviv–Jaffa District Court for one year, and in September 

1997 she was permanently appointed to the District Court. During this period, she mainly dealt 

with civil cases, class actions, and administrative proceedings, and also served on appellate 

panels and in panels handling serious criminal cases, alongside the late Justice Edmond Levy. 

In March 2003, Hayut was appointed as an acting justice of the Supreme Court, and in May 

2004, she received a permanent appointment. In April 2013, she was appointed Deputy Chair of 

the Central Elections Committee for the 20th Knesset, serving under Justice Salim Joubran, and 

later chaired the Central Elections Committee for the 21st Knesset (from May 2015 to March 

2017). In December 2014, she was appointed Chair of the Judges’ Ethics Committee. Hayut also 

served, together with the Director of the Courts, on the committee responsible for terminating 

attorney–client relationships of judicial appointees (pursuant to Section 38(c) of the Judges’ 

Ethics Rules, 2007). Additionally, she chaired the selection committees for the presidents of the 

District Courts in Haifa and Jerusalem. 



In October 2017, Hayut was appointed the 12th President of the Supreme Court of Israel. Since 

joining the Supreme Court in 2003, she has issued thousands of decisions and judgments, both as 

a sole judge, in three-justice panels, and in extended panels. 

 

Since her retirement, she has received honorary doctorates from the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem, the University of Haifa, and the Technion, as well as a Constitutional Leadership 

Award from the Rubinstein Center for Constitutional Challenges at Reichman University. 

 

President Hayut is married to Adv. David (Dudi) Hayut, whom she met during her law studies. 

She is the mother of two sons (Uri and Yossi) and the grandmother of six grandchildren. She 

resides in Tel Aviv. 

 


