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	Professional Experience 

	Director
Kalsman Institute on Judaism and Health, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
            Los Angeles, CA. Interim Director, November 2012-June 2013; Director, July 2013 to Present 
· Manage pastoral internship program for rabbinical students.
· Offer spiritual direction to students and taught a course in spiritual reflection.

· Produce biennial city-wide event – Jewish Wisdom & Wellness – A Festival of Learning (2013 – 65 events – 3500 attendees; 2015 – 100 events – 3000 attendees; 2018 – 85 events 2400 attendees)
· Supervise annual Spiegel seminars.

· Managed a jail chaplaincy program for Jewish inmates at the LA County Jail.
 

	Director
Institute for Judaism, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute

 of Religion, Los Angeles, CA.  2005 – Present

· As founding Director, transformed a local campus initiative into a national Institute.

· Created a national reputation through consulting, workshops, and curriculum development for congregations, clergy and organizations on inclusion and organizational transformation.

· Built internal LGBTQ seminary education program through onsite programming, classroom
lectures, professional writing, and one-on-one student advising.

· Developed unique online resource center with the largest collection of its time (>500) of resources at the intersection of Judaism, sexual orientation and gender identity.

· Raised yearly budgets through grant writing and fund development (over $600,000 - 2006-2011).


	Organizational Consultant
Consulting Excellence, Los Angeles, CA.  2005 - Present
· Provide expert consultation  and feedback to organizational leaders through organizational 

development, needs assessment, and training delivery. 

· Assess and articulate organizational dynamics and identify areas of improvement.  

· Offer individualized executive coaching with a focus on strategic thinking, leadership development, employee relations management and career transitioning. 



	Management Consultant  
Managed Health Network/HealthNet, Huntington Beach, CA.  1999 - 2005

· Provided consultation to HR, senior management, and direct managers on employee performance, disaster management (grief and trauma), leadership skills, policy initiatives and communication strategies.  Evaluated program effectiveness and developed policy as well as training/educational materials to support interventions and practical solutions.  
· Strengths - critical incident management, problem analysis, relationship building
· Successful project leader recognized by company award and most requested consultant for implementations initiatives by Tropicana, Quaker Oats, & Weyerhaeuser.

· Designed and led over 100 training programs on supervision, employee performance, substance abuse, disaster management, and other topics as needed.

Group Facilitator

Department of Social Work, St. John's Hospital and Health Center, Santa Monica, CA.  1996 - 2004

· Co-facilitated ten week Fall and Spring grief support group for mixed types of loss. 
· Conducted telephonic assessment and supported referral line for grief resources.
· Developed research-based Train the Trainer bereavement manual.

· Participant evaluations of group success consistently at 90% or better.



	Clinical Corporate Account Manager
The Holman Group - Managed Behavioral Healthcare, Canoga Park, CA.  1996 - 1998

· Consulted with Human Resources staff and managers on employee relations, organizational
      and leadership development, diversity issues, and crisis management.

· Created trainings on performance, conflict resolution and other topics.


· Edited Health and Wellness newsletter distributed to over 400 companies.



	Supervisor/Clinician
CSS Continuing Treatment Program, Bellevue Hospital, New York, NY.  1987 - 1990

· Provided individual and group therapy to chronically mentally ill patients in a transitional hospital-to-community placement program.

· Supervised and evaluated 5 case managers.

· Established multi-partner network to ensure successful community reintegration of patients.




	Clinical Training Experience

	Psychology Intern
Saint John's Child and Family Development Center, St. John's Health Center, Santa Monica, CA.   

            September, 1995 - June, 1996

· Provided therapy, assessments and training to children, families and adults.
· Trusted resource to provide consultation-liaison to the Department of Surgery, the John Wayne Cancer Institute, the Deaf Treatment Program, the Cleft Palate Center, and other departments.



	Psychology Intern
Deafness Treatment Program, Philadelphia Psychiatric Center, Philadelphia, PA. Sept., 1991 - May, 1992
· Conducted outpatient psychotherapy in ASL with a Deaf and hard of hearing population.  



	Counselor Intern
Haven Hospice, The John F. Kennedy Medical Center, Edison, NJ.  September, 1990 - August, 1991
· Conducted assessments and offered therapy to children, adults and families facing life-threatening and terminal illnesses.  Co-led closed, time-limited groups for children who experienced a loss. 


	Volunteer Chaplain

Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center, New York, NY.  (2 days/week - September 1985 - May 1986; 
            Continued on-call night duty 1-2 X/month: September 1986 - May 1987)
· Offered pastoral counseling and crisis intervention services to patients, their families and staff in Cardiac Services on an ICU, a pre- and post-operative medical floor, as well as the Heart Transplantation Program.  Overnight on-call duty included emergency room and morgue visitation.  



	Education 

	Rutgers University, Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology.  Piscataway, NJ
 (APA-accredited)            
· Doctor of Psychology - Clinical Psychology - 1999

· Master of Psychology - Clinical Psychology - 1996

	Teachers College, Columbia University. New York, NY

· Master of Education - Psychological Counseling - 1987

· Master of Arts - Psychological Counseling - 1987

	Columbia College, Columbia University. New York, NY

· Bachelor of Arts - Psychology - 1985


	Certificates & Trainings

	Creative Facilitator Training (CFT) Inaugural Cohort, Jewish Studio Project, Berkeley, CA 

Certified Trainer – 2019-2020 


	Morei Derekh Training Program, Yedidya Center for Jewish Spiritual Direction, Los Angeles, CA

Certificate in Spiritual Direction – 2015-2017


	Clinical Pastoral Education, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA

Certified ACPE half unit – 200 hours – 2013



	Rockwood Leadership Institute, Berkeley, CA
Art of Leadership - By invitation, extended workshop for social change leaders - 2010



	International Critical Incident Stress Foundation, Ellicott City, MD

CISM – Group Crisis Intervention - Basic and Advanced Level Certification - 2004



	California State University, Long Beach, CA

Certificate - Human Resources Management - 2002

	New York State Office of Mental Health. Albany, NY

Certified Intensive Case Management - 1988



	Academic Courses


· Eit Ratzon (One on one spiritual direction and spiritual reflection class). Fall Spring 2017 - Spring 2018, Fall Spring  2018 - 2019, Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies, American Jewish University
· Sexuality and Judaism: Queers, Straights, and Others.  Fall Semester, 2011, University of Southern California, Louchheim School of Judaic Studies, HUC-JIR, Los Angeles, CA. Instructor: Dr. Joel L. Kushner.  Fall Semester 2011
· Wrestling with God & Men: Homosexuality in the Jewish Tradition.  30 hour Inter-session Intensive, Hebrew Union College-JIR, Cincinnati, OH.  Instructors: Rabbi Steve Greenberg and Dr. Joel L. Kushner.  1/9/11 - 1/14/11

· Judaism & LGBT Issues:  What 1000 Rabbis Think You Should Learn in Seminary. 30 hour Inter-session Intensive, Hebrew Union College -JIR, Cincinnati, OH.  Instructors: Rabbi Joshua Lesser and Dr. Joel L. Kushner.  1/5/09 - 1/9/09
	Publications, Curriculum Trainings & Awards


Publications
Kushner, Joel (2014) Assessing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Inclusion in the Reform Movement: A Promise Fulfilled or a Promise in Progress?  In L. Grushcow. (Ed.)  The Sacred Encounter: Jewish Perspectives on Sexuality (pp. 287-304). New York, New York, CCAR Press
Stahl, Sheryl F. & Joel L. Kushner (2014). "Be-tzelem Elohim—In the Image of God: Identifying Essential Jewish LGBTQ Books for Jewish Libraries." Judaica Librarianship 18: 15-53. doi:10.14263/2330-2976.1032.
Kushner, J.L., Mitelman, Geoffrey, Address, Richard (eds.) (2007). Kulanu: All of Us – A Program and Resource Guide for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender Inclusion. New York, New York: URJ Press.

Kushner, J.L. (1993). Manual for Clinical Supervision.  Piscataway, NJ: Center for Applied Psychology.
Curriculum Trainings

Kushner, J.L., Cottrill, K. (2013).  An Organizational Transformation Model: Helping Synagogues To Become LGBT Welcoming Communities.

Groves, S., Kushner, J.L., Cottrill, K. (2010). Putting Faith into Action: Building for Marriage Equality One Day at a Time, One Month at a Time. Human Rights Campaign.  http://www.hrc.org/faithinaction/
JQ International, The Institute for Judaism and Sexual Orientation (eds.) (2008). GLBT Passover Haggadah.  Los Angeles, CA.  http://www.jqinternational.org/pdf/jqinternational_glbt_haggadah_2008.pdf

Dissertation

Charting an Unfamiliar Path: Black and White Supervisors Talk About Multicultural Supervision - A Qualitative Interview Study.  Chairs: Dr. Nancy Boyd-Franklin, Dr. Maurice Elias

Awards

· Dean's Award for Contributions to Student Life, GSAPP (1992-1993)

· Graduate Scholar's Award, GSAPP (1990-1992)

· Teachers College General Scholarship Award (1986-1987)

· Psi Chi, Columbia College (1984-1985)
	Board Memberships 


· LGBTQ Religious Archives Network - Board of Directors - 2020-Present

· Nehirim, Board of Directors - 2013-2015
· California Faith for Equality - Board of Directors - 2007-2015
· National Religious Leadership Roundtable (NGLTF) Steering Committee - 2008-2013
· Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Psychotherapy Association – Board of Directors - 1997-2000
