
Page 4| HEBREW UNION COLLEGE-JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 2004-2005 Annual Report

rom generation to generation, the chain of rabbinical leader-
ship – as educators, mentors, pastoral counselors, and spiritual
guides – has sustained Jewish learning and heritage. The pre-
cious bonds linking teacher and disciple find a contemporary
expression through the endowment of scholarship funds honor-
ing esteemed rabbinical alumni by supporting the studies of
their successors. With the establishment of the Rabbi Leonard
I. Beerman Rabbinical Scholarship Endowment Fund, Rabbi
Beerman’s name will forever be linked with generations of rab-
bis following in his footsteps.

“It honors the soul to be one of the leaders in the effort to
establish this scholarship in tribute to an incredible human
being, friend, and community leader,” states Los Angeles
Overseer Suzy Marks, who, along with her husband, Wally
Marks, and fellow congregants Mark Levy and Sandford
Bothman, spearheaded the campaign to honor Rabbi

Beerman. As a member of the Board that helped establish the
Los Angeles campus fifty years ago, Rabbi Beerman has been
a faithful supporter of HUC-JIR’s West Coast academic center.
He is a witness to the campus’s growth as a thriving, vitalizing
force advancing Jewish life in the Western states.

HUC-JIR/Los Angeles’s year-long celebration of its 50th anniversary
of incorporation inspired an array of congregations and communi-
ties throughout California to mark this milestone occasion with the
creation of rabbinical student scholarships in their rabbis’ names. In
Northern California, Overseers Leonard and Roberta Cohn gathered
families from their congregation, Temple Isaiah in Lafayette,
California, to establish the Rabbi Roberto Graetz and Rabbi Judy
Shanks Rabbinical Scholarship. This meaningful tribute will provide
the vitally needed resources to educate the next generation of lead-
ers who will make the Torah come alive.

Ken Ruby, a member of the Board of Governors from Los Angeles,
led the campaign to establish the Rabbi Isaiah and Florence
Zeldin Rabbinical Scholarship Endowment Fund. Fifty years
ago, when Rabbi Zeldin began his rabbinical career, he was
invited to serve as the first dean for a small program that later
grew to become Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion in Los Angeles. He has been a role model as a distin-
guished community leader and spiritual mentor throughout his
celebrated career at Stephen S. Wise Temple in Los Angeles. “It
is a privilege to have my studies supported by this scholarship

created in the name of someone who has contributed so much
to the Jewish community,” says rabbinical student Sari Laufer,
LA ’06. “This scholarship is a reminder of the legacy and tradi-
tion of which I hope to become a part.”

Rabbi Hillel Cohn, Rabbi Emeritus of Congregation Emanu El 
in San Bernardino, California, reminisces that “the honor I cher-
ish the most is that which was conferred on me at the time 
of my retirement – the establishment of a scholarship bearing
my name for a student pursuing rabbinical studies at the Los
Angeles campus. I am deeply indebted to a very dear and
treasured friend, Los Angeles Overseer Leona Aronoff-Sedaca,
for having chaired that fundraising effort so successfully. It
means so much to me because of my love for HUC-JIR and my
special connection with the Los Angeles School. The future of a
dynamic, creative, meaningful Jewish life here and elsewhere is
dependent on women and men who have chosen to serve our
people as rabbis, cantors, educators, and communal service
professionals.” The Rabbi Hillel Cohn Rabbinical Scholarship
Endowment Fund was established by his devoted congregants
at Congregation Emanu El of San Bernardino. This scholarship

(Standing, from left) Wally Marks, Mark Levy, William “Sandy”
Louchheim; (Seated, from left) Suzy Marks, Los Angeles Overseer;
rabbinical student Joel Simonds, recipient of the Rabbi Leonard I.
Beerman Scholarship; Rabbi Leonard I. Beerman; and Marlene
Louchheim.

“How do you take the measure of the work of a rabbi? A word goes forth from a rabbi’s mouth never to return.
Who knows where it will take root, whether something beautiful will flower from it? And even our silences: they go 
up to the heavens, and God hears them. But this I do know without any ambiguity: I am grateful that a student on
the way to becoming a member of the company of rabbis will find help in a scholarship that bears my name.”

Rabbi Leonard I. Beerman, Rabbi Emeritus, Leo Baeck Temple, Los Angeles, California

L’Dor VaDor: Scholarships Sustain
Successive Generations of Rabbis

F

Rabbinical student Ari Margolis (center), recipient of The Rabbi
Hillel Cohn Rabbinical Scholarship, spearheaded by Los Angeles
Overseer Leona Aronoff-Sedaca (right) and Congregation Emanu El
of San Bernardino in honor of Rabbi Hillel Cohn (left).


