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lorida residents and snowbirds are cordial-
ly invited to participate in HUC-JIR's 4th

Great Scholars Series, presented through the
Lifelong Learning Society at Florida Atlantic
University in Boca Raton and Jupiter, Florida. 

January 18-19
Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller, HUC-JIR
The Sacred Sound of Prayer: How Music
Identifies Our Spiritual Community

January 25-26
Rabbi Bruce Warshal, FAU
Anti-Semitism and the American 
Jewish Experience

February 1-2
Dr. Frederick Greenspahn, FAU
Diversity and Convergence: Jewish
Religious Movements

February 8-9
Dr. Henry Abramson, FAU
Two Jews, Three Opinions: The Shtetl
Origins of American Jewish Politics,
1881-1918 

February 15-16
Dr. Terryl Lawrence, FAU
Contemporary Jewish Artists

February 22-23
Dr. Wendy Zierler, HUC-JIR
The Representation of the Rabbi in
Jewish American Literature

March 1-2
Dr. Gary P. Zola, HUC-JIR
An Inspiring Voice of American Judaism:
Rare Recordings of Rabbi Stephen S.
Wise in Carnegie Hall 

March 15-16 
Dr. David Kaufman, HUC-JIR
Jews and American Popular Culture: 
The Case of the Early 60’s

Boca Raton Campus
Tuesdays/1:30-3:15 p.m. Barry and Florence
Friedberg Lifelong Learning Center

MacArthur Campus, Jupiter
Wednesdays/2:30-4:15 p.m.
Administration Building Auditorium

$55 Lifelong Learning Society members
$75 non-members
Students are encouraged to become LLS mem-
bers for a $30 annual fee. Members receive
priority registration, thus making it likely that
non-members will not be registered for popular
classes. Membership is valid for one year.

F
Great Scholars Series at Florida Atlantic University

“A CELEBRATION OF 350 YEARS OF 
JEWISH HISTORY IN OUR NATION”

The Art of Aging 
November 7 - December 19, 2004 
Acclaimed American and Israeli
artists invite us to explore the 
lifelong journey of growing up 
and growing older through the
Jewish values and attributes of creativity, vitality, memory,
wisdom, intergenerational relationships, and optimism.
Aging is portrayed as an empowering and beautiful process
through painting, sculpture, photography, mixed media, and
video works.

Joyous Celebrations: Contemporary Judaic Objects 
March 13 - April 17, 2005 
The beautification of the fulfillment of the commandments of the
Torah, hiddur mitzvah, is intrinsic to the celebration of all Jewish holi-
days, rituals, and events. Linking the past to the present with the
thread of spirituality, contemporary artists have created celebratory
objects that reflect the very moment in which we live. Here you will
find exquisite items with which you can celebrate weddings, observe
Passover, rejoice in the Sabbath. The long tradition of superb Jewish
craftsmanship continues with the excellence of modern workman-
ship, a diversity of materials, and rich sylistic verve.

HUC-JIR faculty and students greeting the over
750 adult learners enrolled in the Winter 2004
Great Scholars Series at FAU.

In celebration of the 350th anniversary, the HUC-JIR Museum in New York will present special exhibitions featuring contemporary Jewish artists
at the Nathan D. Rosen Museum at the Adolph and Rose Levis Jewish Community Center, 9801 Donna Klein Boulevard, Boca Raton, Florida

For more information, please contact: Gerda Klein at (561) 738-2806 gklein@huc.edu or Susana Flaum at (561) 852-3254 susana@levisjcc.org
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I must add here that most details of this pres-
entation are absolutely true, in the narrow
enlightened sense of that idea, but that all
reports of individual patients are composites.
That is part of the ethic in my work. I try to
use the art of narrative in that effective way;
for studying story and poem has helped me
look for the truth in interesting ways, with a
minimum of adjectives and adverbs to push
my stories along. I hope, then, that you will
permit me the following farewell thoughts.

The art of narrative has much to do with illu-
minating the tragic condition of the human
family. Tolstoy’s narrator’s suggestion in Anna
Karenina that happy families do not make
interesting literature is not a bad frame for
understanding the relationship between art
and the realities of illness and death. Both art
and life’s finitude make us painfully aware of
the limitations of human experience, and of
the limits of language for expression of these
very large events in people’s lives and emotions. 

We have an infinite desire for wholeness, and
thus are often disappointed. Our language is
necessary to describe that disappointment,
and we must even be disappointed at its
inadequacy. But we do achieve some satisfac-
tions in the little dramas we create in our
lives, and in the rituals of wholeness we cele-
brate as holiday or life-cycle. We find it in
little moments, and we even get it at a
favorite restaurant where we go for its hints
of perfection. And I like to think that we can
be fulfilled in ceremonies like tonight and in
friendships so many of you here tonight have
given me; and in associations with folks like
the Steinbergs. 

When we were children, we expected a kind
of security and steady reward. So, as we
matured, the turbulent reality of the world
took a little getting used to. Our sheets, in
fact, are often twisted; our status is always as
undocumented alien in God’s world. Stories,
my faith and my academic work tell me,

help us grasp our reality in a context that may
even suggest strategies for coping. They also
contain analogies for our lives. I have learned
much of this from my wife, Georgianne,
whose role as a school social worker yields
much rich narrative satisfaction, and the fact
that children in our world learn life’s turbu-
lence a bit earlier than we would have
wished. We have managed to remove inno-
cence from the rich as well as the poor. 

Literature, then, is the story or the lyric
expression of the reality in which our HUC-
JIR students function. Its satisfactions are not
found in problem solving alone, but rather in
narrating the way in which an individual family,
a pair of lovers, a single person finds her or their
way through the maze of events that interrupt
what we think of as the desired steady state.
This is the story of Schwartz and Lopez, of the
Snopses and of Hans Castorp. It is the libret-
to sung by Mimi in La Boheme. It is Camus’s
Dr. Rioux, and Agnon’s Hirshl Horowitz. It
is Franz Rosenzweig and Lou Gehrig. 

Do you recognize yourselves in the literature
of great health and illness? I suspect so.
Surely you have moments of a peaceful
steady state, when the story isn’t interesting,
but life is terrific. You might never have a
story without your pain, however, as Yehuda
Amichai reminds us in his poem, “From the
Blurriness of Happiness and the Precision of
Pain.” Even the early astronaut who floated
in outer space could only say, “Great, won-
derful, there are no words.” For the poet, the
ambiguity of joy meets the precision of pain.
“I want to describe,” he says, “with a sharp
pain’s precision, happiness and ambiguous
joy. I learned to speak from my pain.” 

So tonight, while I speak from joy, I remem-
ber some pain. Your ritual of wholeness is
most appreciated. Thanks go to President
Ellenson, Paul and Trudy Steinberg, Norman
Cohen, Lewis Barth, my teachers, George
Isaac Brown, Arnold Band, Ezra Spicehandler,
Ellis Rivkin and a host of people who are
gone. Thanks go to the donors of this great
institution, and personally to Alfred Gottschalk
who trusted me before I deserved it. 

Why is it that one at 67 and the very peak
of his life can’t share that peak with the peo-
ple who gave him life? Well, that is God’s

way. But my mother and father would want
me to celebrate for sure. 

They might not have understood my own
little literary perversity, however, in watching
Ingmar Bergman’s Wild Strawberries just two
weeks ago. I needed to remind myself about
Yakov Borg in that film. On his long drive
to Lund to receive the highest academic
honor in his land, he meets his past, his
secrets, and his private self. He is old and
young at the same time; his sins are not hid-
den by the trumpet flourishes at the provincial
Swedish university, they are, rather, folded
into it. So I have my own secret stories not
to share, and my own private self, covered
over with adjectives and adverbs that I permit
myself but forbid my students. The greatest
thing about tonight, I suppose, is that I get
to violate my own rules. It is not only words
that are inadequate to capture feelings. Even
narratives and poems fall short, or fall long,
or fall too richly on the ears of those who
seek simplicity. I seek complexity for my stu-
dents. I know they find it in the patients to
whom they bring comfort in this turbulent
world. I hope you understand. And they
must take that complexity and share it in
simple form, as they try to help others heal. 

Today I speak from the blur of happiness.
But tomorrow, I return to the clarity of the
reality of our work together. And so I con-
clude on a note of linguistic hypocrisy –
with adjectives and adverbs and enthusiasm.
This is an incredible honor; it has been a
very special night. Thank you very much. �
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To register, please call FAU/Boca Raton at (561) 297-3171 or FAU/Jupiter at (561) 799-8667
to request the Lifelong Learning Society winter catalogue and registration materials.
For more information about HUC-JIR’s programs in South Florida, please contact:
Gerda Klein, Director of Development, South Florida at (561) 738-2806 gklein@huc.edu

HUC-JIR Exhibitions in Florida

University of California at Los Angeles in 1971. His
current research concentrates on the development
of Modern Hebrew literature at the turn of the century
and the ideological place of the Hebrew language in
modern Judaism. Dr. Cutter has published over 150
scholarly articles on Hebrew culture, education, and
health and has edited over 30 textbooks and collec-
tions of educations material. In addition to directing
the Kalsman Institute on Judaism and Health, Dr. Cutter
serves on the advisory board to the UCLA Medical
Center Department of Spiritual Care and supervises
the chaplaincy training of the students at HUC-JIR/LA. �

The Dr. Paul M. and Trudy Steinberg
Distinguished Professorship in
Human Relations and Counseling
(continued from page 6)

HUC-JIR in Florida Winter 2005


